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INTRODUCTION 
 

There have been three previous histories (Record of Events) of the Hobart 
Walking Club. First was a 36-page booklet entitled A Record of Twenty-One 
Years 1929-1950, produced in 1950 to celebrate the Club’s 21st Anniversary. 
 
Then in 1959 a 19 - page booklet written by Rosalie Davis entitled 
A RECORD OF The 21st to 30th years 1950 – 1959 was produced for the 30th 
Anniversary of the Club in November1959.   
 
In November 1979, a 32-page booklet entitled A RECORD OF FIFTY YEARS 
1929 – 1979, compiled by Honorary Life Member Peter Allnutt, was published for 
the Club’s 50th Anniversary celebrations under President Bob Wyatt.  
 
The history, that follows, is in two parts.  First is a repeat of the text in the third 
booklet, by Peter Allnutt covering the period 1929 – 1979 with only minor text 
additions.  Selected illustrations taken from The Tasmanian Tramp magazines 
were added by Brian Kearsley.  
 
The second part covers the period 1980 to 2010. Some extracts by Allan 
Christian from the HWC Circulars of the 1980s decade were used.   Brian 
Kearsley compiled extracts of Club events for the period 1990 to 2010.  Thus,  
this history covers the period from Club formation in 1929, up to 2010. 
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From the President: 
We are fortunate that Hobart Walking Club Members have always felt a great 
pride in our Club.  From the beginning, we have kept comprehensive records of 
the achievements of our Members both out in the bush and as a Club. Since 
inception of The Circular, the major events in the Club's history have been 
summarised month by month. Our Annual reports have provided more information 
about our administration and activities.  
The following record makes no effort to describe our activities in the bush. 
Thousands of pages of The Tasmanian Tramp written by hundreds of Members 
cannot be matched by a small booklet.  
 
In compiling the history, Brian has carefully extracted from our records events that 
stand out from the day-to-day routine, often using the original authors' own words. 
The changes in bushwalking and the Club during its 80 years weave their way 
through the booklet without fanfare. Significant changes including the 
development and management of National Parks; the transition from the 
pioneering, exploratory nature of remote area bushwalking to the current minimal 
impact style; changes in Club size that may reflect changes in demography, 
society, and the formation of additional clubs; legal liability considerations; have 
all helped to shape Hobart Walking Club.  The history ends with a look to the 
future, and celebrations for our first Member to pass their hundredth birthday. 
 
I thank the Members who reviewed and commented on the manuscript. 

Midj Jones, 2011 

The 80
th

 Anniversary Walk participants – Midj Jones
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A RECORD OF FIFTY YEARS 
1929 to 1979 

From the HWC publication A Record of Fifty Years, 1929 – 1979 by Peter Allnutt. 

Illustrations added by Brian Kearsley  

 

The Foundation of the Club  
There have always been “walkers” in this world, but they don’t always band 
together in a club. There is much to be said for the lone walker or the small group 
of people who elect to go out regularly into the bush and the mountains for peace, 
relaxation, exercise or adventure. There are also advantages in having a bigger 
group of people, other than just a few friends, organized to encourage such 
activities. It was a realization of this fact that led a few walking enthusiasts in 
Hobart to insert the following notice in “The Mercury” in November, 1929:  
 

“Walking and Touring Club  
Ladies and Gentlemen interested in the formation  
of a Walking and Touring Club are invited to meet  

at the Reception Room, Town Hall, Hobart, at  
8 p.m. on Tuesday, 12th November.  

His Worship the Mayor has kindly consented to preside.  
E.T. Emmett, Convener”  

 
Mr. E.T. Emmett, then aged 58, was the Director of the Government Tourist 
Bureau and, although arranging the holidays of others was his job, he was tireless 
in exploring all parts of Tasmania on foot. Closely associated with him in his 
walking pursuits was Jack Thwaites, then aged 27, and it can well be said that the 
Hobart Walking Club was the brain child of these two stalwart walkers. Mr. 
Emmett attended his last Club walk at the age of 94 and died in 1970 in his 100th 
year after 42 years’ service to the Club. Jack Thwaites was active in Club affairs 
over five decades until his death at age 84 in 1986.  

 
They were by no means the only walking enthusiasts in 
Hobart at that time. Mention must be made and credit 
given to others who welcomed and assisted in the 
formation of the Club. Amongst these were Walter E. 
Taylor, A.W. Cecil Johnston, A.J. White (now Sir Alfred), 
Walter Crookall, Geoff Chapman, Doug Anderson and 
“Jimmie” (Jessie) Bradshaw.  
 
From the minutes of that meeting of 40 people we note 
that “His Worship the Mayor” was Alderman J.T. Soundy, 
M.H.A. and that our Club was born on the motion of E.T. 
Emmett “that a Walking and Touring Club be formed”. 
This was seconded by Walter Crookall and carried 
unanimously. Walter E. Taylor was elected President, 
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Jack Thwaites the Secretary and A.W. Cecil Johnston the Treasurer. A committee 
of five was elected. It is interesting to find that the subscription was fixed at five 
shillings per annum, an amount that remained unchanged until September, 1949.  
 
Events moved quickly after this first meeting. The Committee met six days later 
and drafted a set of rules to be put before a general meeting. The proposed rules 
were closely based on those of the Melbourne Amateur Walking and Touring 
Club, which had already attained the mature age of 35 years. On 21st November, 
three days after the committee meeting, the first general meeting of the Club was 
held.  
 
When deciding the name of the Club Mr. Emmett particularly chose “Hobart 
Walking Club” rather than have “Tasmania” in the title as some suggested, 
because he envisaged that when other places in Tasmania formed walking clubs 
it would be more appropriate that their name should also indicate their locality, 
and this has been the case.  
 
Rules were adopted, apparently without any argument as the minutes are silent 
on that point. In those days the aim of the Club was “to encourage walking and 
touring generally”. The skiing aspect was an activity that developed later, possibly 
because many of those interested in the formation of the Club had also met in the 
small skiing parties which were pioneering the snows of Mt. Field National Park in 
the 1920’s under the guidance of the ranger, Will Belcher.  
 
The Club having been duly and properly born, clothed with a set of rules and fed 
with subscriptions which were beginning to roll in, the committee met again only 
four days later and busied itself with drawing up a programme of twenty two walks 
for the ensuing year. The first outing of the Club was held on Saturday, 30th 
November 1929, with 35 members attending, the majority being ladies. The route 
was from the tram terminus at Cascades to the then “log cabin” on the Lenah 
Valley track and return. At the Club’s 21st Anniversary celebrations in November 
1950 there was held a first “Anniversary Walk” to re-enact the same route. It was 
led by the 21st year President, Jack Thwaites. Similar anniversary walks, held 
every year since on the second Sunday of November and led by the President of 
the year, have become a cherished Club tradition.  
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The 1930 Decade 

The first Easter walk, with Jack Thwaites as leader of a party of nine, including 
four women, followed the Linda Track from Derwent Bridge to the West Coast, 
there being a 48 km (30 mile) gap between the construction road-heads of the 
new Lyell Highway, then in its early stages. In the first year, the Club got off to a 
good start, as indicated by the comment on walks’ attendances in the annual 
report submitted to the first Annual Meeting.  
 
From a membership totalling 80, weekends attracted from 22 to 30 and for 
Sunday walks up to 45 was usual. The Club badge of “a signpost inset in a map 
of Tasmania” submitted by Geoff Chapman was adopted at the first Annual 
Meeting, and the Club colours of green and orange were chosen on the motion of 
Revis Hills and Kitty Henry.  
  
In the new year of 1931 E.T. Emmett was the leader of a party of eight members, 
accompanied by Bert Nichols as guide, on the first Club trip through the Cradle Mt 
-Lake St Clair Reserve. In those days, such a trip was in the nature of a 
pioneering effort: “Misses J. Bradshaw, D. Bastick and N. Dillon, members of the 
Club, had the honour of being the first ladies to walk ‘The Reserve’ from end to 
end.”  
 



   

 
9 

In the early years, “The Springs Hotel” on Mt. Wellington was an effective part of 
the mountain life of Hobart. The Club program regularly included weekends there 
from which to walk or ski, or as a start and end for day walks. Mrs. Steele’s 
guesthouse at Lewisham was another popular location for weekend walks and 
camps. Getting there involved a bus from the Bellerive ferry to the Sorell 
causeway and a walk to Lewisham. The return was by motor boat to the end of 
Seven Mile Beach followed by the walk around to Bellerive.  
 
In February 1933, the first issue of the Club journal “The Tasmanian Tramp” 
appeared with Jack Thwaites and E.T. Emmett as the editors. Five issues were 
published between 1933 and 1936 but production problems and cost caused the 
temporary cessation of a printed issue. Two issues of a simpler, duplicator-type 
booklet, edited by Jeannette Cox, were produced in 1939. The war years stopped 
further productions.  
  
There was a decline in both membership and activity in the depression years of 
the 1930’s but interest increased again by the end of that period. Pioneering trips 
were undertaken into the South West.  Adamsfield, then an active mining field, 
and Ernie Bond’s homestead at the Vale of Rasselas were visited regularly. 

 
Lake Rhona, under Reeds Peak in the Denisons, was named for Rhona Warren, 
one of the most consistent walkers and skiers in the early years and later elected 
the Club’s first woman Honorary Life Member in 1950. 
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In 1935 Vern Hodgman prepared a two-colour map of the Mt. Wellington tracks, 
which the Club published.  
  
Many members were active in developing skiing in Southern Tasmania during the 
1930’s, skiing at first being an activity outside the Club’s organization. However, 
in 1938 a Ski Subcommittee was formed with Leo Luckman as the first convener. 
The ski section of the Club, led by Leo Luckman, constructed in April 1939 a log 
hut on Mt. Rufus financed by a syndicate of sixteen, which subsequently handed 
it over to the Club in 1940.  
 
Walter Taylor, the Club’s first President, who held that office on five occasions, 
was elected as the Club’s first Honorary Life Member during 1938. Declining 
health reduced his active role in Club affairs and he died in 1948 at age 79 years.  
 
In 1939, an innovation was the holding of occasional general meetings at the 
Workers Educational Association Rooms, in addition to the Annual Meeting. 
These meetings supplemented the use of Jessie Wakefield’s music studio as a 
happy weekly meeting place for those planning long trips or weekends to the 
snow.  
 

The 1940 Decade 
At the start of the decade the impact of the Second World War was felt as 
members enlisted in the forces and petrol restrictions curtailed transport. 
Membership fell but the weekly meetings in Jessie Wakefield’s studio continued 
until she left to join the A.W.A.S. Army Education Service in 1943. Jessie and Leo 
Luckman were married in November 1943 to everyone’s delight. 
 
In 1941, the Frenchmans Cap area was proclaimed a scenic reserve, due largely 
to the efforts of Ray Livingston. E.T. Emmett was elected an Honorary Life 
Member in 1941.  
 
Following the loss of Jessie’s studio as a meeting place the Club moved to the 
Photographic Society rooms at 164 Liverpool Street. This was the start of the “first 
Friday in the month” regular general meetings, which have continued ever since 
with some changes in venue. In April 1947 increasing attendances required a 
move to larger premises at the Voluntary Aid Detachment rooms at 47 Murray 
Street and again in January 1948 to the National Fitness Council headquarter at 
the swimming centre in Collins Street. 
 
Jack Thwaites, Club co-founder, Secretary for the first nine years and President 
twice, was elected an Honorary Life Member at the Annual Meeting in 1947. 
In December 1945 publication of “The Tasmanian Tramp” was resumed with 
issue No. 6, largely with the assistance of a £50 bequest from the estate of 
Victorian walker Critchley Parker, who died tragically at Port Davey in 1943.  
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On 25th April 1946 the HWC Memorial Hut at Lake Dobson was completed and a 
plaque in the hut was unveiled to honour the three members, Howard Reid, Ted 
Stephenson and Murray Scarr who died in the war.  
 
From 1946, after the end of the war, the return to civil life of those in the services 
resulted in an upsurge of interest in the Club. Membership rose to 200 by 1949 
and the monthly general meetings were always crowded. The best snow for years 
provided superb skiing.  
 
One of the monthly talks, which had become a feature of general meetings, was 
given by Dr. (later Professor) Carey on caverneering. As a result of his 
enthusiasm many members assisted him to form the Tasmanian Caverneering 
Club, the first caving Club in Australia.  
 
A general reorganization of the Club’s structure was initiated by Peter Allnutt 
when he became Secretary/Treasurer in March 1948. Using his experience 
gained while a member of the Melbourne Amateur Walking and Touring Club, our 
Club rules were redrafted and adopted in August 1948.  In May 1948 Peter 
produced Circular No.1 of three pages. (In Tramp 35, page 40, Bob Wyatt in 2004 
gives a history of the many changes to the Circular since then.)   
 
A Government Bill in 1948 to alienate part of the Mt. Field National Park for the 
benefit of the Australian Newsprint Mills paper industry roused strenuous 
opposition from the Club, spearheaded by Jessie Luckman, E.T. Emmett, Kelsey 
Aves and Des Lyons in conjunction with other organizations concerned with 
conservation principles. This first fight to protect the heritage of our National 
Parks continued into 1951 when it was eventually lost.  
 

During January 1947 members Leo 
Luckman, Ron Smith and Nancy 
Shaw made an attempt to find a 
route via the Eastern Arthurs to the 
then unclimbed Federation Peak 
standing so challengingly in the 
remote South West. Ron Smith and 
Keith Lancaster (from Launceston) 
reached “Paper Bark Camp” on the 
West Cracroft River at Easter 1947. 
Again, in December 1947, Leo 
Luckman, Bill Jackson and Nancy 

Shaw made a second attempt by following the West Cracroft and then pioneering 
the route up Moss Ridge. Bad weather during the final climb forced them to turn 
back. A few days later Ron Smith, David and Nancy Wilson, and Peter Croft 
reached the lakes at the head of the West Cracroft valley but they also were 
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forced back by bad weather. On their return they marked a new route along the 
crest of the South Picton Range. Jack Thwaites led a Club party in December 
1948 via the Eastern Arthur route, but extreme weather held them stormbound for 
five days on Thwaites Plateau only a mile from the Peak and forced their return. 
Two other groups, both from the Mainland, were also in the area during that 
summer, hoping to be the first to make the climb, but the weather was against 
them.  

The honor came late in January 1949 to John 
Béchervaise with members of the Geelong College 
Exploration Society, and on his return he paid full 
tribute to the assistance of the Club in the form of 
notes and maps. John Béchervaise was elected as 
the Club’s first Associate Member when that grade of 
membership was created in 1949, and to honour his 
lifetime contribution to the pursuits of walking and 
mountaineering recreation he was subsequently 
elected an Honorary Associate Member at the start of 
the Club’s 50th year.  

John Béchervase                 In this decade Government authorities recognized the  
                                             expertise in the Club’s membership by appointing 
“Bobs” Peterson as Secretary of the Mt. Field National Park Board and appointing 
Leo Luckman to the same Board and Jack Thwaites a member of the Cradle Mt - 
Lake St Clair National Park Board. These members, and others such as Max 
Gilbert, Fred Lakin and those who followed them on these boards, have all given 
valuable service to the community through the Club.  
  

The 1950 Decade 

The 21st Anniversary celebrations of the Club were a highlight of the year 1950. 
These were held from 10-12th November and included: An Anniversary General 
Meeting on the Friday, a dinner and social at the Burgundy Rooms, Sandy Bay, 
on the Saturday, and the first “Anniversary Walk” on the Sunday. Rhona Warren 
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and Leo Luckman were elected Honorary Life Members at the 21st Anniversary 
General Meeting.  
 
In April 1950, the completion of a new wing on the Memorial Hut at Lake Dobson 
doubled its capacity.  Also in that year five members assisted the Department of 
the Interior Film Unit make sequences at Lake St. Clair for a film “Bushwalking in 
Australia”. The Club helped in the formation of the Tasmanian Flora and Fauna 
Conservation Committee that year, and members, especially Jessie Luckman and 
Ken Iredale, continued their active work on it throughout its life of 22 years to 
1972. It was inaugurated as an independent group to monitor the activities of 
government and local authorities in conservation matters. 
 
In addition to the Club’s members on National Park boards, the Government 
appointed Jack Thwaites to the Scenery Preservation Board and Ron Smith to the 
Nomenclature Board. Jack later became Secretary of the Scenery Preservation 
Board and Superintendent of Scenic Reserves (1961 to 1967).  
 
After The Tasmanian Tramp No. 10 appeared in 1951 with Peter Allnutt as 
Convener of the Editorial Subcommittee, it was decided to publish regularly every 
second year to maintain the standard of contributions as well as reducing the 
work load on members. Peter Allnutt remained as Editorial Convener for 21 years 
and 11 issues. Also in 1951 general meetings were moved to the Royal Society 
room in the Museum in Argyle Street and “natter nights” in members’ homes were 
started to provide additional gatherings of an informal nature. These have been a 
regular feature of Club life ever since.  

 
Ron Smith, who travelled extensively in the 
South West both as a walker and as an 
employee of the Hydro Electric Commission, 
prepared several maps of great accuracy and 
detail covering areas of particular interest to 
walkers. His own tracings of these maps 
enabled the Club to sell dyeline copies. Orders 
for his maps came from walking parties from all 
parts of Australia for upwards of 20 years. The 
completion of the modern TasMap series by the 
Lands Department replaced the need for them. 
Ron Smith was elected an Honorary Life 
Member at the 29th Annual Meeting in 1958 for 
his work on these maps and his trail marking 
activities over 15 years.  
 

Ernie Bond, for 17 years the hermit of Gordonvale in the Vale of Rasselas, retired 
to Hobart in the autumn of 1952 because of ill health. Many members of our Club 
and the Launceston Walking Club helped him by backpacking out all his most 
cherished possessions. He leased his premises for five years jointly to the two 
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clubs to use and maintain. Assistance with the maintenance of the Hartz and 
Lake Tahune huts was given to the Scenery Preservation Board, and regular 
working bees were started to clear tracks in the Mt. Wellington Park and on other 
tracks further afield. On Mt Wellington in 1953, the Club replaced the marble 
memorial stone to Mark Richards, which had been destroyed by vandals, with a 
cast bronze equivalent. At several well attended working bees members rebuilt 
the Rock Cabin on the Lenah Valley Track after it was severely damaged by 
vandals in the same year.  
 
In 1951 Jack Thwaites initiated discussion on the need for a search and rescue 
organization. This evolved into some trials with simulated practice exercises by 
members. At the Club’s invitation representatives from Forestry Commission, 
Aero Clubs, Wireless Institute and Police progressively joined in the exercises. By 
1953 the Club’s search organization was firmly established, and from 1954 there 
has been a Search and Rescue Subcommittee to work closely with the Police. 
From 1957 the Police began to assume active responsibility for control of bush 
searches for walking parties. In this decade the other walking clubs in Tasmania 
also developed search and rescue assistance for the Police.  
 
In 1953, as an event of Tasmania’s Sesquicentenary Celebrations, a Club party of 
six re-enacted Sir John Franklin’s journey of 1842 to the West Coast by retracing 
the same route over difficult country from the Lyell Highway to Macquarie 
Harbour. They were the President Jessie Luckman, Leo Luckman, Jack Thwaites, 
Norman Hutton, Terry Woodward, and Edith Smith (Tramp 23 page 101).  
 
In 1954, at Arthur Knight’s suggestion, the Club proposed to the Scenery 
Preservation Board that Lake Pedder be declared a scenic reserve. An area of 92 
square miles was proclaimed as the Lake Pedder National Park on 16th February 
1955 
 
In 1956 an amended version of Vern Hodgman’s map of Mt. Wellington Park was 
published, with distribution through the Tourist Bureau and the Club. Dinah 
Higginson did all the preparatory work for its printing in three colours.  
 
Arising from the suggestion by Jim Brown, the Club in September and October 
1956 organized its first public screenings of members’ colour slides to encourage 
a wider appreciation of the State’s scenic heritage and the appeal of bushwalking. 
These public slide shows continued on a fairly regular basis ever since with 
presentations in 1957, 1959, 1960, 1962, 1964, 1966, 1970, 1972, 1974, 1976 
and 1977.  
 
With a fairly constant membership throughout the decade, this period in the 
Club’s history was marked by a surge of interest amongst members to walk deep 
into the more inaccessible southwest areas, using the techniques of supply air 
drops to reduce the weight of packs on long trips These techniques were 
developed initially by Leo Luckman, Ron Smith, David Wilson and Jack Thwaites 
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in conjunction with Lloyd Jones of the Aero Club of Southern Tasmania and Peter 
Payens and Roy Goon of Brown and Dureau.  
 
In this final year of the decade 90 trips were completed with a total attendance of 
1,279. The Club, after three decades, was now an organization with a structure 
and the experience capable of handling effectively the steady growth of 
membership and activities that occurred from 1960 onwards.  
 

The 1960 Decade 
1959-1960:  A 20-page booklet, written by Rosalie Davis, titled A Record of The 
21st to 30th Years, 1950-1959 was published. The F.A. Peterson Memorial Hut 
on K-Col in Mt. Field National Park, built by Club members, was opened in March 
1960 by Sir Edmund Hillary. This was during the Easter camp of the Adult 
Education Board, at which many members assisted. Jack Thwaites, Bruce Davis 
and Jim Brown, assisted by Lloyd Jones of the Aero Club of Southern Tasmania, 
took Sir Edmund and his New Zealand friend Richard Tornquist on a 15-day 
walking trip into the South West, including a visit to the King family at Port Davey. 
The Government asked the Club to advise on a program of track clearing and 
track making in the South West, and this work was completed in 1965.  
 
1960-1961: Members helped with the organization of an A.E.B. Mountaineering 
Camp at Mt. Field National Park in January. The camp was attended by George 
Lowe, the Everest climber. Together with walkers from many places in Australia, 
members assisted in the completion of the Charles King Memorial Hut at Port 
Davey.  
 
1961-1962: Extensive aid was given to a massive but unsuccessful Police search 
on Mt. Picton for missing schoolboy Guy Bardenhagen. The lessons from this 
search caused the Police Department to create an effective Police Search and 
Rescue Organization under Inspector Tom Howard. Members helped with 
National Fitness Adventure Camps and continued their help in later years. Arthur 
Knight, whilst convener of the Search and Rescue Subcommittee, initiated a 
booklet on bush safety. The first edition of Safety in the Bush was published in  
December 1962. A simple folded brochure similarly titled was distributed free of 
charge by the Police. Updated versions of “Safety in the Bush” were published in 
subsequent years, and a sixth edition was published in 1976. Some 18,200 
copies have been sold up to August 1979.  
 
1962-1963: Bruce Davis was elected an Honorary Life Member at the 33rd 
Annual Meeting in 1962. Since he became a member in March 1952, Bruce has 
given meritorious service in many capacities. Although a member for only ten 
years, Bruce has made a marked contribution to the present standing of the Club.  
 
Bruce Davis joins the select band of Life Members who have served the Club so 
well. Our first Life Member, Walter E. Taylor, the foundation president in 1929,  
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L to R front: E Emmett, Jack Thwaites, Rhona Warren, back L Luckman, R Smith, B Davis 

 
died in 1948. The other five are all still active in the Club: E. T. Emmett, club 
founder; Jack Thwaites, first honorary secretary; Rhona Warren; Leo Luckman 
and Ron Smith. It was a happy occasion at the Anniversary Walk to the Rock 
Cabin, in November 1962, to have all these six Life Members in the party, and to 
have them pose for a group photograph reproduced above. 
 
Whilst Tenzing Norgay was in Tasmania on a lecture tour for the A.E.B. he 
attended a special Club meeting and was taken by members on a trip to Lake St. 
Clair. The Club took a major part in the construction of the first ski tow on Mt. 
Mawson.  
 
The Club assisted in the formation of the South West Committee, a group 
representing many organizations to prepare a uniform policy on the conservation 
and development issues arising in South West Tasmania. The Nomenclature 
Subcommittee was formed in this year, and a temporary National Parks 
Subcommittee was appointed to formulate Club policy in this area of concern. The 
National Parks Subcommittee was made permanent in 1967 and in 1972 
Environment and Conservation were added to its task. In 1974 the Subcommittee 
was renamed the Environment Subcommittee. All members of this Subcommittee 
through the years since 1963 have made a significant contribution to the Club by 
their work on environmental issues.  
  
1963-1964: Jessie Luckman and Peter Allnutt were elected Honorary Life 
Members at the 34th Annual Meeting in 1963. A detailed description of their 
outstanding contributions is given in Tramp 17 p. 32.   
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The introduction of regular Saturday trips was successful. Much track work was 
done on a new route to Mt La Perouse, and further assistance was given, as a 
member of the Southern Tasmanian Ski Association, to improve the Mt. Mawson 
ski fields.  
 
1964-1965: The Tracks Subcommittee was formed on a permanent basis. Lloyd 
Jones was elected first Honorary Associate Member in recognition of his  
work in promoting the scenic values of South West Tasmania. He pioneered the 
technique of air drops, was the first person to land on Lake Pedder beach, and 
arranged painting tours to the South West by noted Mainland artists. A printed 
index, prepared by Ann Elias and Elizabeth Flinn, of The Tasmanian Tramp Nos. 
1-16 was published. Trip grading was introduced on walks programs at Tim 
Christie’s suggestion to guide members in their selection of walks.  
 
1965-1966: A revised map in one colour, prepared by Chris Meech, of Mt. 
Wellington Park was published. Revisions were made later in 1972 and again in 
1977. Three route guides for the South West were produced for the Club by Tim 
Christie for general sale. The Ski and Hut Subcommittees were combined as one 
committee with the Ski Secretary as convener. Continuing assistance was given 
to skiing at Mt. Mawson. The Nomenclature Board adopted a naming system for 
the Western Arthurs based on suggestions which originated independently from 
both Joe Picone and Tim Christie.  
 
1966-1967: Four more route guides for the South West were produced, making 
seven in all, and there was a continuing demand for these from Mainland walking 
parties. The bushfire holocaust on 7th February 1967 in Southern Tasmania 
destroyed the homes of 15 members. The Club raised $915 from its membership 
to help re-equip these members with walking gear, and working bees were 
organized to help them clean up their damaged properties.  
 

Jessie Luckman Peter Allnutt 
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A public exhibition was organized by Brenda Hean in Fitzgerald Pty Ltd to show 
the public the features in the South West threatened by the H.E.C. Gordon River 
Power Development Stage One for which Parliamentary approval had been 
sought.  
 
Because of the tremendous public interest in the exhibition and the issues it 
raised many members, particularly Agnete Damgaard, Don Field and Ken 
Newham, became involved in helping to form the Tasmanian Conservation Trust 
to cater for conservation minded members of the public not wishing to join 
specialist outdoor recreation clubs. The Club gave evidence to the Legislative 
Council Select Committee investigating the power proposals which would flood 
Lake Pedder and destroy it and its National Park status. Many members gave 
evidence as individuals. Following drastic fire damage in the Frenchmans Cap 
National Park, trips were organized to plant suitable native seedlings to 
encourage restoration of the flora.  
 
1967-1968: Assistance was given to the Tasmanian Government Film Unit to plan 
and produce a film on safety in the bush, with members as the actors. Occasional 
evening walks were started when Heather Gulline led a walk to Rocky Tom in 
February. Bob Wyatt and Peter Allnutt prepared a draft constitution for a 
proposed Federation of Tasmanian Bushwalking Clubs for consideration by other 
interested Clubs.  
 
1968-1969: Jim Brown was elected an Honorary Life Member at the 39th Annual 
Meeting in 1968. The Federation of Tasmanian Bushwalking Clubs began in 
November 1968, with the Club as one of the five foundation Clubs. Reg Williams, 
representing the Climber’s Club of Tasmania, was the Foundation President, 
John Wythes the Secretary and Peter Allnutt the second Club delegate. 
Submissions were made to the Government on improvements to the proposed 
National Parks and Wildlife Bill. Clubrooms were established at 68 Brisbane 
Street in June on a trial basis for six months. They were a success and remained 
in use until 1974. In this final year of the decade 160 trips were completed with a 
total attendance of 2,421.  
 

The 1970 Decade 
Many events that the Club will long remember occurred in this decade.  
1969-1970: A Trip Information Officer was appointed to answer increasing 
numbers of requests for information from mainland walkers. A camping weekend 
training trip was introduced as one of the four qualifying trips for membership at 
the instigation of John Wythes. The first programmed midweek walk was led by 
Kathleen Davies on 21st April to Mt. Wellington. Midweek walks were scheduled 
with increasing frequency to cater for the demand until they were held at least 
once a week from September 1972, and later to two or three a week from 1976.  
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1970-1971: Club founder ET Emmett died on 9th December 1970 in his 100th 
year, remembered with gratitude by members for whom the Club is a way of life.  
Hon. Life Member ET Emmett age 94 was pictured below by Jack Thwaites on 
the Club’s 36

th
 Anniversary walk to the Rock Cabin, Mt Wellington, in November 

1965. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
The Club was glad to see the National Parks and Wildlife Act proclaimed. Search 
and rescue assistance was given to four Police searches. Help was given to the 
production of a film “A Matter of Survival”. Several track clearing trips were held 
during the year.  
 
1971-1972:  Agnete Damgaard, Olegas Truchanas and John Plaister died 
tragically during the year and the Club decided to seek approval to build a public 
shelter hut on Mt Eliza as a memorial to these three members.  
Brenda Hean, an indefatigable worker in the fight to save Lake Pedder, died  
in a light aircraft accident on a flight to Canberra to further the cause of saving  
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Lake Pedder. On Friday 8 September 1972, in a Tiger Moth owned and piloted by 
Max Price, Brenda set off from Cambridge Aerodrome to fly to Canberra to 
protest against the flooding of Lake Pedder and hopefully have the inundation 
halted by Federal intervention.  The plane never reached its refueling destination 
at Flinders Island.  It and its dedicated and courageous occupants vanished 
without trace.  It remains an unsolved mystery (Tramp 32 page 15). 
 
The Tracks Subcommittee was made responsible for huts other than the 
Memorial Hut at Lake Dobson. With Frank Morley and Bill Waller as the initiators 
and driving force, the Club started a project to cut a scenic track along the coast 
from Waterfall Bay to Fortescue Bay on the Tasman Peninsula. Mattocks were 
dropped on to air drop sites in the South West to encourage walkers to bury the 
accumulating rubbish. During this year 735 copies of Club maps and 392 route 
guides were sold.  
 
1972-1973: A visit was made by 24 members of the Sierra Club of U.S.A. The 
Club participated in the construction of the Rodway ski tow. A public risk 
insurance policy was arranged to cover members during Club trips in Tasmania. 
A massive effort was put in to conservation issues in seven areas of concern.  
 
1973-1974: Production of facsimile copies of out-of- print issues of The 
Tasmanian Tramp Nos. 1-6, 8-18 was undertaken by Peter Allnutt. A legacy 
received from the estate of Brenda Hean was placed in trust for future allotment 
to a suitable conservation cause.  

  
The High Camp Memorial Hut on Mt. 
Eliza built to commemorate Club 
members Agnete Damgaard, John 
Plaister, and Olegas Truchanas, was 
completed with an official opening by 
Frank Morley in the presence of the 
Director of National Parks and Wildlife 
on 23rd March 1974. The prime movers 
in the hut construction were Chris 
Rathbone and Roy Davies. After the hut 
had been formally handed over to the 
service, Mr. Murrell expressed his 
appreciation of the Club’s achievement 
and praised the manner in which the hut 
blended in with its surroundings. The hut 
has become one of the busiest in any of 
Tasmania’s National Parks and the need 
for a shelter in this area has been well 
proved.  
After 4½ years successful use, the 

Clubrooms in Brisbane Street were closed because of a steep rent rise. Trials of 
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two other premises proved unsatisfactory and the Clubrooms Subcommittee was 
disbanded in May 1975.  
 
1974-1975: At the 45th Annual Meeting in 1974 Ken Iredale was elected an 
Honorary Life Member and Denis King of Port Davey was elected as the Club’s 
second Honorary Associate Member. Jim Brown (10th Honorary Life Member) 
died in March after a protracted illness. The Club paid tribute to this hard working 
and enthusiastic member who had become a tradition during his 29 years of 
membership.  
 
The monthly general meetings moved in June to St. Andrew’s Hall behind Scots 
Church; the new venue was arranged by Leo Luckman, who had restored the hall 
for the owners. The collapse of the Tasman Bridge forced a temporary change in 
the programming of Club activities. Widespread work on tracks and hut repairs 
continued and there was never-ceasing attention to conservation issues.  
 
1975-1976: At the 46th Annual Meeting in 1975 Roy Davies was elected an 
Honorary Life Member. Leo Luckman (5th Honorary Life Member) died in August 
after a membership of 41 years. As a pioneer and indefatigable worker in every 
aspect of Club activity he was a leader throughout his life.  
 
$500 was given to the Precipitous Bluff fighting fund of the Australian 
Conservation Foundation and a loan of $500 was made towards the publication 
cost of the South West Book from the Brenda Hean trust fund. Denis King was 
awarded an Order of Australia Medal.  
 
1976-1977: At the 47th Annual Meeting in 1976 Arthur Knight was elected an 
Honorary Life Member. Jack Thwaites was awarded an Order of Australia Medal 
for his contribution to bushwalking and conservation. He climbed Federation Peak 
in his 75th year on his fourth attempt.  
 
After five years’ work it was possible to walk the Tasman Peninsula track from 
end to end. Much work remained to be done to complete the track to a uniform 
standard. The track reached this stage because of Frank Morley’s enthusiasm 
and drive for this project.  
 
Work started on the repair of the Mt Wellington Club Hut, largely destroyed by the 
1967 bushfires, and was completed the following year. Extensions to the Charles 
King Memorial Hut at Port Davey were started. The updating, production and 
distribution of the route guides were handed over to the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service. Except for the Mt Wellington map, sales of Club maps virtually 
ceased as the Lands Department Maps now covered all areas satisfactorily from 
the walker’s viewpoint.  
 
1977-1978: After three years in the St. Andrew’s Hall the monthly General 
Meetings moved to the adjacent G.A. Woods Hall in June 1978 at the request of 
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the owners, the Scots Church. A Circular Production Coordinator was appointed 
to organize the production of the important monthly circular, an increasing task 
because of the growing membership. A Training Officer was appointed to improve 
the quality of leadership, especially on training trips.  A successful survey was 
made by a questionnaire on member participation in Club activities. This survey 
could well form a base from which to detect trends within the membership in 
future years.  
 
The Club’s Search and Rescue Organization was alerted by the Police on eight 
occasions and three of the searches involved considerable Club involvement.  
The Ski and Hut Subcommittee reported a successful year with good snow, and 
cross country ski tours were popular. The Club delegates on the Southern 
Tasmanian Ski Association contributed to the discussions with the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service seeking to reach a consensus on the plans for future 
development of the ski fields at Mt. Mawson.  
 
The Nomenclature Subcommittee submitted 31 names of features to the 
Nomenclature Board and 15 of these received official approval.  
 
After many months of work by a Subcommittee set up to update the Rules and By 
Laws their recommendations were finally adopted in August in the form of a 
Constitution to define the organization, Rules to define the administration and By-
laws to define the administrative detail of the Club’s affairs. The start of the 
financial year was changed from 1st September to 1st July and Prospective 
Members were made a specific category of membership. However, the general 
principles of the Club’s organization as established in 1948 remained essentially 
unchanged. The subscription for Members was raised to $10. Frank Green, the 
Club’s Honorary Auditor, resigned from that office at the end of the 49th Club year 
after being Auditor for 22 years from 1956.  
 
1978-1979: There was much discussion during the year on the standard of Club 
walks, there being an opinion held by a proportion of members that walks were 
often too easy and that the Club was admitting too many members who never 
wanted to camp or attempt walks in rough areas. ‘Talking Points' in the circulars 
and a full evening of discussion at the June General Meeting developed useful 
guidelines to help the Walks Subcommittee resolve the problems.  
 
The method of reporting on the previous month’s walks at General Meetings was 
changed because the traditional practice had become time consuming. The 
President and Walks Secretary selected a few walks of interest each month for 
verbal reports from the leaders and then gave other leaders the opportunity to 
report on their trips if they wished to do so.  
 
A trade table was successfully established at General Meetings by the members 
of the Environment Subcommittee. The Club made donations during the year 
totalling $1,000 ($150 from the trade table and $850 from general funds) to 
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several conservation organizations. The loan of $500 from the Brenda Hean trust 
fund to assist the printing of The Southwest Book by the Wilderness Society was 
repaid with interest. $600 from that trust was then loaned to the Wilderness 
Centre to finance the purchase of stock for sale.  
 
The Tracks Subcommittee reported that some 2,284 man (and woman) days in 
total had been devoted to the Tasman Track project over a period of seven years, 
with a year or more of further work still required for completion.  
 
No. 23 of The Tasmanian Tramp, with several blocks in colour for the first time, 
was made an enlarged issue of 164 pages to mark the 50th Anniversary year of 
the Club, and an Index of Nos. 17-23 was put in hand for publication by 
November 1979.  
 
As another mark of our 50th year “Paddy” Pallin and John Bechervaise were 
elected Honorary Associate Members in February in recognition of their life-long 
services Australia wide to the recreations of bush walking, mountaineering and 
skiing. They both accepted this honour and will be attending the 50th Anniversary 
functions in November l979. 
 
The total funds in hand at 30th June were $4,185; quite a difference from the first 
year’s balance of $26 in 1930.  
 
In this final year of the decade 382 trips were completed with a total attendance of 
4,972. The average attendance per trip was 13; the average walks per member 
(using 700 as the average membership for the year) was 7.1; and the number of 
different trip leaders was 169.  
It was mentioned in this record when reporting the Club’s first year that Jack 
Thwaites won a prize for attending the most walks during that year. If there had 
been a prize offered again for this 50th year and the Walks Secretary had gone 
through the records it is quite possible that Jack Thwaites would again have won 
such a prize. The example set by stalwarts of this caliber in the Club will ensure 
that our members will continue to walk for pleasure for another 50 years and that 
some of our present young members will be celebrating the Club’s 100th 
Anniversary and recalling the grand days of the 50th Anniversary year.  
 
The walks statistics given above for the Club’s 50th year are quite outstanding for 
a walking club and demonstrate that the Club can be proud of its success in 
encouraging walking, skiing and similar outdoor activities.  
 
On 22nd October 1979 the Hobart City Council accepted the Club’s 
recommendation that the public shelter hut built by the Club on Mt Wellington be 
named Luckmans Hut to commemorate Honorary Life Member and master 
stonemason Leo Luckman.  
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Booklets, A Record of Fifty Years, 1929 - l979, prepared by Peter Allnutt and an 
Index to Tramp 17 to 23 were printed in time for our 50

th
 anniversary celebrations.  

 
The Club honored the President Bob Wyatt and John Wythes with Honorary Life 
Membership at the Annual General Meeting in October 1979. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Wyatt, the fifteenth Life Member, was then in his fourth year as Club 
President.  In his 27 years of membership he has been Vice President and has 21 
years of sub-committee activities.  John Wythes the fourteenth Life Member, has 
made a significant contribution to Club Life as Vice President, President in 1968, 
various subcommittees and 12 years on the Editorial Subcommittee where he 
saw the publication of editions of  Safety in the Bush and The Tasmanian Tramp 
Nos. 21 to 24. He instigated the membership requirement of training trips and 
takes pains to instruct newcomers (Tramp 24). 
 

The 50th Anniversary Celebrations of the Club Founding in 
November 1929 
At the November General Meeting, present Club members were introduced to a 
number of former members who had rendered sterling service to the Club. Our 
most recent Honorary Associate Members, John Bechervaise and Paddy Pallin, 
were also introduced. It was an excellent opportunity for all to recall some of their 
most interesting experiences in the Club.  
 
Over 200 members and friends attended the Club’s 50th Anniversary Dinner at 
Hilltop Restaurant. It was the culmination of a magnificent effort by our Social 
Subcommittee and was undoubtedly the event of the year. Many old friends were 
reunited and several past members rejoined the Club.  
One hundred and twenty-five walkers including Jack Thwaites, Sir Alfred White, 
Miley Peppin, Bob Mather, and Brian New who had also attended the very first 
walk of the Club in 1929 attended the anniversary walk.  
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OFFICE BEARERS 1929-1930  
President Walter E. Taylor  
Vice-Presidents  J. Smithies, A. Richardson  
Secretary  Jack Thwaites  
Treasurer  A.W. Cecil Johnston  
Committee Misses E. Graveley, N. Dunbar, Messrs. E.T. Emmett, A.J. 
  White, R.C. Harvey  
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 1979-1980  
President:  Bob Wyatt  
Vice-Presidents Astrid Wright, Brian Haas 
Secretary  Tony Rae 
Assistant Secretary Wendy Bailey  
Treasurer:  Peter Buttge 
Walks Secretary Denis Elwell  
Ski & Hut Secretary Peter Watts  
Membership Officer John Cannon  
Members  Sue Dorneau, Hilary Goodwin, David Willson, Paul McGlone  
 
Sub-committees: Walks, Ski & hut, Tracks, Search & Rescue, Social, Editorial, 
Environment, Nomenclature, Delegates, Custodians. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E.T. Emmett with Jack Thwaites at Rock Cabin, Mt Wellington 

during the HWC’s 30
th

 Anniversary Walk, 8 November 1959 
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SOME SALIENT EVENTS IN THE HOBART WALKING 
CLUB FROM 1980 to 2010 

 
Editor’s note: Sourced from HWC Circulars and The Tasmanian Tramp, and the 
text, unlike Peter Allnutt’s own words history 1929-1979, is mostly by direct quote 
of the author (abridged where appropriate) e.g. The Secretary reported etc...   

 

He that reads and grows no wiser seldom suspects  
his own deficiency, but complains of hard words 
and obscure sentences, and asks why books are  

written which cannot be understood 
 (Samuel Johnston, The Idler) 

1980  
With membership exceeding 700, monthly general meetings were becoming too 
long with all the walks leaders for the month reporting on their trips, so it became 
optional.  (By 2011 most walk reports are given in the Circular.) 
 
HEC DAM PROPOSALS  In 1980 the Club was polarized by the HEC proposal to 
build a dam on the lower Gordon River. Some influential Club members were 
senior engineers with the HEC and strongly and vocally supported the HEC 
proposal whereas other Club members were ‘strongly opposed to the intrusion of 
the HEC into the South West’. 
 
THE TASMAN TRACK.  On 8 Nov. 1980 the Tasman Track, between Waterfall 
Bay and Fortescue Bay, was opened by the Premier Doug Lowe. It was the 
culmination of about seven years work by Club members, especially Frank 
Morley.  During his opening speech, the Premier, Mr Doug Lowe, paid tribute to 
the Club’s achievement in giving this new track to the people of Tasmania. He 
also indicated his Government’s gratitude for the many thousands of dollars the 
Club’s efforts were worth to the community.  
 
FRANK MORLEY — SIXTEENTH LIFE MEMBER  

Elected at the 51st Annual Meeting on 3rd October 
1980, Frank’s association with the Walking Club 
dates from December 1964 when he first attended a 
trip as a Prospective Member. It was not Iong before 
he was taking an active part in Club affairs. He led 
his first trip to Cape Raoul in October 1965 and next 
year he was serving the Tracks and Walks 
Subcommittees. He has served the Club well and 
truly in almost every position, including three terms 
as President. Frank soon developed an interest in 
the building and restoration of huts: Lone Cabin, 
Luckman, Adamsons Peak, Mt Rufus and the Mt 
Anne Memorial Hut. He has wielded his trusty 
chainsaw on many a track clearing project, both for 
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the Club and for the National Parks and Wildlife Service; and he has twisted many 
members’ arms in persuading them to assist with track clearing for the Service. In 
fact, Frank is probably best known for his sustained interest and enthusiasm for 
tracks. He has served continuously on the Tracks Subcommittee since 1966 
either as member, convener or President, ex officio. Much of the credit for the 
Tasman Peninsula Track must be ascribed to Frank.  
 

1981  
On 3 April ‘81 the Club held its General Meeting in the Philip Smith Theatre, 
Glebe for the first time.  Members were becoming concerned about the possibility 
of being found personally liable should anyone sue the Club.  Some leaders 
decided it was too risky to lead more walks. It was said that if the Club were an 
incorporated body, then the Club as a whole could be sued rather than individual 
Members. 
 

1982  
The membership list was put on the University’s computer by Euan Moore. 
Circular 402 Aug ‘81 was the first to be sent out using computer generated 
address labels.  A new By-law provided a minimum number of four members for 
an official Club trip.   

  
 A JACK THWAITES TALE  Peter Allnutt wrote in the Circular:  Ken Wilkinson 

happened to read a Mercury story of 2.3.77 about a Jack Thwaites reaching the 
summit of Federation Peak in his 75th year. The photo of Jack that accompanied 
the story sparked in Ken a distant memory of his boyhood in England when he sat 
in a school class with a young lad, a little younger than himself called Jack 
Thwaites and found that his hunch came true. It was his school friend of nearly 
seventy years before. They immediately became firm friends. Ken joined the Club 
in May 1978, attended easy walks within the scope of his physical ability and 
enjoyed our company just as much as we all enjoyed his quiet courteous 
temperament.  
 

1983  
By April 1983, after two years of negotiation with the office of Corporate Affairs 
the Club was incorporated under the “Associations Incorporation Act of 1964”.  
 
The Federation of Tas. Bushwalking Clubs did the repair and improvement of two 
walker’s huts at Melaleuca, Port Davey, after our Port Davey members Peter and 
Barbara Wilson had transported the materials.  When Peter sailed on one trip, he 
commented that Rallinga could not sink with so many mattresses on board.  
 

1984  
SEARCH BUT NO RESCUE  On Sunday 22 April, Robert Ferguson, who was 
staying at the Lune River Youth Hostel, failed to return from a walk in Moonlight 
Flats area. The Club was involved in helping the Police search, but sadly, no 
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trace of Robert was ever found  
 
LAKE DOBSON HUT  There were some requests for expenditure on 
improvements to the Lake Dobson Memorial Hut - stoves, heaters, flywire 
screens, water tanks and so on. This gave rise to debate about expenditure on 
the hut. Some members felt the hut was being turned into a comfortable ski lodge 
for the benefit of a minority.  
 
COMPUTER  In June, the Club purchased its first computer, a Kaypro 2X. It was 
rather bulky, like a small suitcase, and was described as ‘luggable’.  Not everyone 
was in favour of becoming computerised. When it was explained that the 
computer would be used for many functions including editing, Peter Allnutt said 
‘the best editing tools were a pencil and rubber’.  
 

1985  
 TRIBUTE TO HLM RON SMITH   Ron our sixth Honorary Life Member has been 

an active member since joining the Club in 1943. He will long be remembered for 
his pioneering efforts at track marking in previously unrecorded areas of the 
South West. 
 

 For the Anniversary Walk in 1985 the ‘Past Presidents’ met at Rock Cabin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L to R: Peter Allnutt, Jessie Luckman, Bob Wyatt, Sheila Reynolds, 
Astrid Wright, John Cannon, Bruce Davis, and Jack Thwaites. 

1986   
Plans began for constructing a track from Fortescue Bay to Cape Pillar under the 
guidance of Richard Hopkins and Tony Moscal.  The Club bought a second 
computer, a Commodore, for the exclusive use of the Walks Secretary.  
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CLUB OFFICE SPACE  In February ‘86, the Club began renting office space in 
Criterion St from the Youth Hostels Association.  
 
TRIBUTE TO JACK THWAITES  Sheila Reynolds wrote:  Jack, along with the 

late Evelyn Emmett, founded the Hobart 
Walking Club in 1929. Then a young man of 
27, he put all his enthusiasm over the following 
years into assisting the Club to blossom from 
its original complement of 17 foundation 
members to over 900 members today.   
Jack remained both an active walker and a 
leader of walks right up to his death aged 84.  
To perpetuate Jack’s memory, the Club 
nominated the first weekend in May each year 
as the Jack Thwaites Memorial Weekend. 
 
(Editor’s Note: In 2008, Forty Degrees South 
published a book about Jack Thwaites titled 

Jack Thwaites – Pioneer Tasmanian Bushwalker & Conservationist for the author 
Simon Kleinig.  The book describes Jack’s Life, his pioneering and exploratory 
walks in Tasmania, and gives a brief description of the HWC walking activities.)  
 
MT JIM BROWN  On the Club’s recommendation, the Nomenclature Board has 
adopted the name Mt Jim Brown after our 10th Honorary Life Member the late Jim 
Brown. 
 
SHADOW LAKE HUT  Wally Mounster reported:  An HWC party arrived at 
Shadow Lake on 15 March to find the old hut was just a pile of smouldering 
embers. This hut was repaired by HWC volunteers some years ago and was a 
useful shelter. Be warned that there is no shelter there now.  
Bill Hamilton added the following in the June Circular: During the building of the 
Mt Rufus hut, a bushman, Jack Pedley, was employed to cut the logs for the 
walls. This was Easter 1939. He did not finish the job by Easter Monday but 
agreed to stay two more days if some of the working party would pack in some 
palings he had split to build a hut at Shadow Lake. Five “packhorses” David 
Wilson, Balf Johnston, Peter Canning, Ted Stephenson and I were sent off to 
carry them in. This meant going down to Lake St Clair, up to Shadow Lake and 
then spending about 2 hours looking for the tree that had been split for the 
palings. It was about a mile from the Lake - one of a stand of magnificent King 
William Pines. After carrying the palings to the hut site, we were caught in the 
dark and had to rely on Fergie’s hospitality at Lake St Clair for the night.  Jack 
Pedley was killed in Crete in 1941 while serving with the A. l.F. Ted Stephenson 
was shot down over France while flying on a bomber raid. BaIf Johnston died in 
recent years.  
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1987  
The Club published Tasmanian Tramp No. 26 and Safety in the Bush Edition 7.  
C L Richmond and Sons of Devonport had printed every edition of Tramp since 
1955 and printed these as their final job for the Club before closing down. 
 
The Club purchased an Apple Macintosh SE computer, printer and software 
package for $7,000. Murray Crosswell designed accounting programs and 
Stephen Walker helped streamline recording procedures. Although this seemed 
the best available choice, it left the Club with three incompatible computers.  
 
Jessie Luckman donated $2,000 in memory of her late husband, Leo Luckman 
HLM, in the form of a Hut Maintenance Trust. Heidi and Ferry Fixel contributed an 
additional $100. The Club resolved to maintain the Trust in perpetuity.  
 
Wayne Taylor arranged with the Scout Shop in Hobart a 10% discount on walking 
gear for Club members, the first of such discounts.  
 
There were ongoing mechanical problems with the Gestetner used to print the 
Circular each month. The Club decided to try having the circulars offset printed 
and the Nov ‘87 Circular was the first to be printed this way.  
 

1988  
 The Club decided to upgrade the lighting and toilet facilities at the Lake Dobson 

hut, to extend the hut and install two Clivus Multrum composting toilets at an 
estimated cost of $14,000. There was strong argument from some members 
against spending so much on a hut that over 80% of Club members never use.  
 
DON CLOSS  Bob Wyatt wrote: At the November General Meeting, Don Closs 

was elected as an Honorary Life Member.  Don 
has served a total of 18 years for the club on 
committees including Vice President (2 years) 
and President.   In addition, Don has been the 
duplicator custodian for fourteen years, 
producing the Club circular from 1974 until 
1988. 
Don said he looked forward to many more years 
yet. He estimated that he had printed over a 
million Circulars and had worn out three 
duplicators. He thanked members for the honour 
and said it was a pleasure to serve “his” club 
 
 
 

MT RUFUS HUT The President, Tony Rae, advised: The Dept of Lands, Parks 
and Wildlife instructed the Club that the Rufus Hut was unsafe and that they 
would assist in its removal.  There was some strong opposition to dismantling the 
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hut but when the PWS ranger made it clear that the Club would not be allowed to 
utilise local timber, dead or living for repairs, it left little option.  
 

1989  
The Club cut a new track to Tunnel Bay and Shipstern Bluff, re-cut the track to 
Cape Raoul and completed a - ‘fancy new Clivus Multrum toilet and extensions at 
the Lake Dobson Hut’.  
 
SIXTIETH ANNUAL DINNER  The Club’s 60th Annual Dinner was held at the 
Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania on Saturday 15 July 1989.  
 
JACK THWAITES MEMORIAL PLAQUE  Bob Wyatt reported: Over fifty club 
members and friends attended the unveiling of a plaque in memory of Jack 
Thwaites at the Steppes on Tasmania Day, 27 Nov 1988.  It reads:  
In memory of Jack Thwaites, 1902-1986, a gentle man whose great love of the 
bush is reflected here at the Steppes Homestead, a place of serenity that he was 
instrumental in establishing as a State Reserve for all to enjoy.  Placed by the 
Hobart Walking Club to commemorate our co-founder and an Honorary Life 
Member.  
 
TRIBUTE TO HLM RHONA WARREN  Arthur Knight reported: Rhona Warren a 
Hon. Life Member, who was one of the early women climbers of Mt Anne, the 
Denison Ranges in 1935, and of Frenchmans Cap from the east about 1936. It 
was in 1935 that Lake Rhona was named after her.  
 

MELALEUCA HUTS FEDERATION FEB 89 MEETING  The Federation of Tas. 
Bushwalking Clubs lobbied the Dept of Lands, Parks and Wildlife to reach 
agreement with Deny King over maintenance of the Melaleuca Huts. 
 
FUEL STOVE ONLY AREAS  On May 1st, the advent of ‘Fuel Stove Only Areas’ 
marked the start of a new era for bushwalking in Tasmania, with fines of up to 
$5,000 for misdemeanours. 

 

1990 
VALE: “THE RUFUS THING”  Bob Dreaper reported: In April 1939 a group of 
Club enthusiasts built the Mt Rufus hut, primarily as a base for skiing on that 
mountain. It was a “log cabin” constructed of eucalypt poles cut in the area, with 
iron roof and a cast iron fuel stove. All the materials used, apart from the logs and 
roof framing, had to be carried up from the road head at Cynthia Bay, itself a 
three hour drive over the mainly unsealed Lyell Highway of those days. The late 
Leo Luckman described its building in his humorous article in Tramp No 6, 1945. 
In 1989, with the old hut deteriorating badly, a decision on whether to repair or 
remove had to be faced. At the direction of the National Parks Service, demolition 
by a small group began in December. All the roofing, iron work, stove, 
mattresses, plastic etc. are to be helicopter lifted by Parks, Heritage and Wildlife.  
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The demolition signifies the end of an era of less hectic times, of great self 
reliance, and willing labour by the pioneer ski fraternity of the HWC.  
 
JOHN CANNON 20th HONORARY LIFE MEMBER  John Wythes wrote: John 

Cannon was elected an Honorary Life Member with 
acclamation at the AGM in October 1990.  John 
joined the Club in 1967 and he has held office as 
President, Treasurer, Walks Secretary, 
Membership Officer etc, and has served on 
numerous subcommittees. In fact, his total 
committee service, up to his election in 1990, 
amounts to fifty-three and a half man-years!  
He has written eight articles for The Tasmanian 

Tramp. As a walks leader John led 193 walks up to 
the date of his election, and his 194th the day after-
a training weekend. His interest in the written word 
resulted in an approach to him to write outdoor 
articles for The Sunday Tasmanian and other 
publications and he has continued thus over recent 

years.  In so doing, he can truly be said to have furthered the aims of the Club: to 
encourage walking, skiing and similar outdoor activities; and to promote interest in 
the preservation of flora, fauna and the natural scenery of the State.  
 
THE TASMANIAN TRAMP  Ken White the Publications Officer started a vigorous 
discussion on the Tramp magazine, its relevance and cost. He wrote: What 
relevance is The Tasmanian Tramp today? What function is it fulfilling? Some 
doubt it is filling a worthwhile function at all. Then there is the financial side.  The 
Club continues to tie up about $5,000 for a limited print run which is left to a very 
small group of sellers to recoup. It is no good complaining that members will not 
buy Tramp. They are telling us something. To castigate them is akin to shooting 
the messenger because we don’t like the message...    
  
MEMBERSHIP - Once again the Club increased its membership during the past 
year, this time by the modest total of 42. We have welcomed back 11 former 
members. Congratulations to the 104 prospective members who qualified as full 
members during the year.  Membership at 30th June 1990 was 1,105. 
 
Phytophthora (root rot fungus) has invaded Douglas-Apsley National Park. 
 

1991 
The Club’s journal Tramp No 28 was published.  The President noted with 
sadness the death of Paddy Pallin on 4 January. 
 
TRAMP PUBLICATION FUND – After vigorous discussion at the March General 
Meeting the annual subscription was increased to cover the cost of producing the 
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Tramp. Each financial member who receives the Circular would receive a free 
copy of each Tramp. This would mean that about 800 copies can be pre-sold. A 
further quantity would need to be printed to cover general sales.  
 
In the next Circular there was further discussion over the conduct of the meeting, 
and arguments both for and against the amendments.  In the July Circular the 
Secretary John Polya vigorously defended the conduct of the meeting, the notices 
of motion given, and the clear majority over 75% in favour.  He suggested that 
“members dissatisfied with the Club make a positive contribution at meetings 
instead of surreptitiously denigrating the volunteers endeavoring to serve them”.   
 

A TRIBUTE TO DENY KING - Jessie Luckman & Arthur Knight reported... 
Deny began tin mining operations in 1945 after war service in New Guinea, and 
started building his home Melaleuca on a bank of Moth Creek. Deny was very 
strong and resourceful. He constructed the airstrip and two huts for walkers. From 
early 1946, he compiled daily weather reports. Many will remember Deny for his 
hospitality and help in ferrying them across Bathurst Channel, or to the Old River 
using the Melaleuca or Blue Boat. He was a keen botanist and artist and 
befriended innumerable bushwalkers and other visitors.  His cheery welcome will 
be sadly missed.  A vital spark has gone out of the South West.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

Hon. Associate Member Deny King and his Melaleuca home at Port Davey 

1992 
LAKE DOBSON HUT- The hut was completely reroofed and the chimney flues 
replaced with taller stronger ones. It was a very successful, enjoyable weekend 
with everyone involved working together carrying the new materials to the hut, 
removing the old roof and replacing with the new roof and carting the old 
materials to the road.  Three people who were involved with the building of the hut 
in the 1940’s helped us on the Sunday. Jessie Luckman and Kath and Peter 
Allnutt also showed pictures of how the hut was originally constructed.  
 
HISTORY - LAKE DOBSON MEMORIAL HUT Jessie Luckman reported: So the 
Lake Dobson Memorial Hut is to be re-roofed - well, after all, the Blandfordia 
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section is nearly 47 years old, the “foundation stone” being laid during Easter 
1945. 

 

 
The Club Hut - Louise Keegan 

 

Because of World War II, building materials of any kind were hard to come by, 
and the hut was roofed with palings which were then coated with bitumen. (One 
member accidentally also got a coating!) The new section was made habitable in 
time for the winter snow of 1949 although, being still unlined, it was known as the 
“ice box”. Lining was put in the following summer and the area between the huts 
was roofed and floored to provide a wash-room. drying room and wood-store. 
Subsequently, second-hand iron was obtained and put on over the palings. 
Considering the austerity years during which it was built, the old hut has stood up 
remarkably well.  With the new toilet block to live up to, the hut deserves a new 
roof!  It was decided to make the Hut a memorial to three club members who had 
died in the war and a blackwood plaque bearing their names - Howard Reid, 
Murray Scarr and Ted Stephenson - was placed in the hut on Anzac Day 1946. 
 

TASMAN TRAIL EXTENSION  John Cannon reported: This link track between 
the Cape Pillar and Cape Hauy tracks has now been completed, and is a great 
credit to all the Club members who have worked on it. The same applies to the 
section of the Cape Pillar track which has been re-routed to avoid some of the 
wettest sections.  The link track over Mt Fortescue passes through some beautiful 
forest and magnificent coastal scenery with breath-taking lookouts atop dolerite 
cliffs. It has become known as the Tasman Trail Extension.  The efforts of Richard 
Hopkins are worthy of special praise. The extension was his idea. He selected the 
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route, and has seen the project through to a point where the nailing of orange 
plastic markers to trees along the way will see it finished. The through-walk takes 
about 7-8 hours including lunch, and it should be noted that there is no reliable 
water between Fortescue Bay and Retakunna Creek, on the southern side of Mt 
Fortescue.  
 
The name Retakunna Creek was proposed by the Club and was recently 
accepted by the Nomenclature Board. It means the “creaking of limbs of trees” - if 
you camp a night there, you will discover how appropriate that is!  Below the 
campsite is a spectacular waterfall called Wughalee Falls, which is an aboriginal 
word for ‘“jump”.  
  
TRIBUTE TO R E DREAPER  Arthur Knight wrote: He joined the Club in 1953 and 
was soon involved in long trips and service to the Club.  Bob’s childhood home 
was near Goat Bluff which was quite isolated then. He was a strong walker and 
visited many remote parts of Tasmania and its surrounding islands long before so 
much of it was opened up by roads.  Bob’s service to the Club was much more 
than many members realized and included helping to restore the Rock Cabin, and 
22 years on Committees. I often shared a tent with Bob on long walks and during 
track clearing. He was a quiet achiever and a good companion.   
` 
ADVANCE AUSTRALIA AWARD  HWC Member John Pickmere received a 1991 
Advance Australia Award in recognition of John’s work in ridding Tasmania of 
Hydatids through a major campaign in the 70s and 80s. 
 

1993 
TRIBUTE TO ARTHUR KNIGHT  John Cannon and Bob Wyatt wrote: Arthur 

Knight was a tower of strength in our Club since he 
joined back in 1948; he threw himself into track 
clearing, hut maintenance and search and rescue 
exercises all with great enthusiasm. A modest and 
resourceful man, Arthur was largely responsible for 
the production of the first edition of Safety in the 
Bush. He was elected Honorary Life Member of 
the Club in 1976 in recognition of his outstanding 
service.  There were many more aspects to Arthur 
than bushwalking, such as his steam-boat, vintage 
Rolls and activity with the Transport Museum.  In 
1954, Arthur initiated the proposal which led to 
Lake Pedder and surrounds being declared a 
National Park. He was a conservationist before it 
was fashionable.  Indeed, Arthur was never a 
slave to fashion, witness the old peach tin that he 
soldered a handle onto and used as a drinking 
mug for many years. This is a minor example of 

his ability to improvise.  Arthur constructed a ‘Volcano chip heater’ of his own 
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design which he used to boil a Billy for the whole party. The leader of a trip to Mt. 
Bobs (when the nearest road was much further away) recalled that Arthur had a 
tin of plum pudding for each day of the trip.  Margaret has looked after the social 
side of club activities for many years, whilst Arthur always seemed more 
comfortable in the scrub than on the dance floor.  
 
MEMBERSHIP I.D. CARDS As a result of many requests a Membership l.D. card 
was introduced. The Tasmanian Tramp No 29 was launched in December. 
 
NOMENCLATURE  There were twelve names accepted by the Board during the 
year for features in the northern section of the King William Range, as suggested 
by Don Field. They follow the previous scheme, a chronological progression in the 
English history from the reign of King William I to King William Ill. The names are 
Lake Adela, Lake Arlette, and Arrow Tarn, Battle Creek, Battle Ridge, Bayeux 
Bluff, Doomsday Bluff, Goodwin Tarn, Mount Harold, Norman Bluff, Raven Tarn 
and Wessel Tarn.   The name The Sculptor, suggested by Sheila Reynolds for a 
prominence which gives a 360 degree view above Promontory Lake was also 
accepted by the Board.  
 
National Park entry fees have been introduced. An annual pass to Cradle 
Mountain/Lake St Clair costs $20. There are no discounts.  
 

1994 
MT WELLINGTON CABLE CAR  On March 13 Club walks centred on Mt 
Wellington in order to focus attention on the Club’s opposition to the proposed 
Skyway cable car project.  Between 200 and 300 Club members turned up in 
support of the mountain and in opposition to the devastation which would result 
from the proposed development.  The event was extensively covered by the 
media including TVT 6, ABC TV, The Mercury and ABC radio.  
 
SHEILA REYNOLDS - HONORARY LIFE MEMBER  Bob Wyatt wrote:  At the 

AGM in October, Sheila Reynolds was elected as 
the 21

st
 Hon. Life Member. Sheila joined the Club 

in February 1972, qualified for membership within 
six weeks, and was soon leading midweek walks.  
She spent four years on the Walks Subcommittee 
and was elected to the Executive Committee in 
1976.  
Sheila has written many articles and poems for the 
Tramp. Her skill as poet is well known and who 
else would be better qualified to write about a trip 
to Reynolds Falls? Her contribution to the Editorial 
Subcommittee was six years as a member and 
one year as convenor.  
It is in the social field that Sheila really excels,  
having been a member of the Social 
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Subcommittee for five years and the convenor for eight years.  She qualifies as a 
“galloping Grannie” and we occasionally have one of her grandchildren 
accompany us on our walks. This popular member has given this Club a total of 
thirty-six years of service on Subcommittees and a wealth of walks, including 
training trips. The Club is proud of members of the calibre of Sheila and looks 
forward to many more years of service as our twenty-first Honorary Life Member.  
 
TALKING POINTS – CLUB PROBLEMS  A series of vigorous “Talking Points” 
about current Club problems mainly due to the increase in membership, now 
approaching 1,200, were raised.  Discussions included Executive Committee 
workloads, paid assistants, culling non-active members from the Club – but 
ending with a contribution from Brian Balding:  
 “I think the HWC is an excellent organization, it caters for most 
bushwalkers’ needs, is friendly and extremely well organized. It allows minority 
interest groups to operate within its confines yet still concerns itself mainly with 
bushwalking. It has an excellent circular, a good social side and provides a great 
amount of comradeship to a large number of people, many of whom would be 
poorer without it. Dissidents in its ranks should appreciate that no club can be 
everything to everyone. We have something very valuable. Let us show our 
appreciation to the many hardworking members who help to run it by giving it all 
our support, not by knocking it!”  
 

MEMBERSHIP  Membership as at 30 June was 1,161.  Eighty Prospective 
members did not complete their qualifying walks.  Fifty members who had not 
been financial for five years were deleted from computer records. 
 

1995 
The 30th Tramp was launched in January. The Hobart Walking Club Cook Book 
is to be given to each Circular receiving Member. A splendid effort was put in by 
Pam Powell who nearly single handedly compiled and finalized the draft for 
printing.  
 
SEARCH AND RESCUE   A fatality and a rescue 
On Friday 27 October, 1994, eight club members set off with the police for a 
search of the Federation Peak area for a bushwalker who had set off from Goon 
Moor with just a day pack with the intention of visiting Federation Peak and 
returning late in the day. His distressed wife found his day pack near the base of 
the summit but failed to contact him. After two and a half days of struggling out by 
herself, she was finally able to raise the alarm when she encountered some track 
workers. Within two hours the search party found the victim who mercifully had 
most likely died instantly after a considerable fall. The weather at the time of the 
accident had been good and the rock dry and the walker was experienced, so it 
will forever remain a mystery as to exactly how it happened.  
On Wednesday, 7 June a woman had not returned from a short walk to the 
Mystery Creek Cave the previous day. She was found a fair way up the Moonlight 
Hill track. Despite having been out for two nights, she survived her ordeal 
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remarkably well and was in good spirits.  
 
CIRCULAR COMPUTER  The trusty Apple SE, which served the Club well over a 
number of years, decided to call it a day during the production of the October 
Circular and the 1995 Annual Report. We are now using a Macintosh PowerBook 
180. One of the obvious advantages of this computer is that it weighs 5 kilos in its 
carry case (the SE, when packed, weighed 15 kilos), a definite plus as far as the 
typists and editors are concerned.  
 
The mid-week cycling program commenced in September 1994, coordinated by 
Brian Balding. 
 

1996 
THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE LAKE DOBSON MEMORIAL HUT  

On Saturday May 11 1996, 
members of the Hobart 
Walking Club celebrated the 
50th Anniversary of the 
building of the Memorial Hut.  
Val Linsell, our Membership 
Officer, with much creative 
skill, made a hut-shaped cake. 
Several members of those 
who had helped to build the 
hut were present and took 
part in the cake-cutting 
ceremony.  From left to right: 
Nancy Weaver, Jessie 
Luckman, Nancy Wilson, Ken 
Iredale, and Merle Iredale.   
 

Recently the Nomenclature Board accepted the names Lake Knight and Dreaper 
Creek in honor of our former members, Arthur Knight and Bob Dreaper.    
 

1997 
JESSIE LUCKMAN Storm Foulkes reported:  Congratulations to Jessie Luckman 
on being awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia.  The HWC wrote a 
submission in support of Jessie’s nomination for an award including her 
commitment to conservation and preservation of natural scenery and native 
animals and plants...Jessie was a pioneering woman bushwalker in the years 
when Tasmanian wilderness areas were more remote than they are today. Some 
of her experiences during those years were recently reflected in a National 
Museum of Australia exhibition, On the Go - Women Adventurers 1920s - 1950s. 
  
TRIBUTE TO DON WIDDICOMBE  He joined the Club in 1955 and was always a 
generous contributor of his time and talents to the Club. His electronic skills were 
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a special asset. He designed the braking system for the ski-tows at Mt Field and 
the telephone system between the huts.  
 

1998 
On 28 Aug 1998 The Tasmanian Tramp No 32 was launched. The main theme is 
Federation Peak.  The Nomenclature Subcommittee was disbanded as the Club 
was receiving very little encouragement from the relevant government department 
for additional names in areas administered by Parks and Wildlife Service. 
 

1999 
HEWARDIA 50th ANNIVERSARY  Reg Williams reported: Let’s have a party! 
Why not? And what better occasion than the 50th birthday of an old friend? The 
friend I refer to is the Hewardia section of the Club’s Lake Dobson hut, which, in 
company with the slightly older Blandfordia section, has rendered faithful service. 
The date chosen for the party was Sunday, 27 June 1999. The weekend weather 
was fine and the mountain bare of snow. A number of early arrivals enjoyed a 
walk to the ski fields on the cold and frosty Saturday evening. More starters 
arrived during the morning, and by midday some 28 people were present 
including three stalwarts, Jessie Luckman and David and Nancy Wilson, who had 
been involved in the construction of the hut 50 years ago. The remainder of the 
time was spent in the enjoyment of good company and good food, and in the 
swapping of stories. The occasion was enhanced by another superb birthday 
cake baked and decorated, again with the form of the hut, by Val Linsell. Party 
members are identified in Tramp 33 page 83. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

50th Anniversary Party at the Club Hut 
 

A group of HWC members carried Smith’s monument from Mt Wellington for 
restoration and returned it when the job was done. 
 
CIRCULAR TYPING AND EDITING  The Club’s old and ailing Macintosh laptop 
computer using the slow and cumbersome word processing program “Claris-
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Works” became increasingly out of favour with the volunteer typists and editors.  
Brian Kearsley as a new editor surveyed the other volunteers who all agreed with 
him that the software should be Microsoft Word and the computer should be 
retired and a new laptop purchased. The Executive agreed and the Club 
purchased a new IBM compatible laptop computer for use by the Circular typists 
and editors. 
 
ALLAN CHRISTIAN - HONORARY LIFE MEMBER reported by Peter Franklin:  

Allan Christian was elected as the 22nd 
Honorary Life Member of the Hobart Walking 
Club at its Annual General Meeting on 1Oct 
1999. He joined the Club in December 1972 and 
has served on the Executive Committee as 
Membership Officer, Secretary, and Vice 
President. He has been Circular Editor, on the 
Environment Committee, the Editorial 
Committee as Convener, and has regularly 
written articles for Tramp. Twenty-eight years of 
service to date. 
Allan has a bushwalking record of note.  By the 
time I met him he was already an old hand at 
Federation Peak and, along with a few fellow 

members of the Club, he was the guiding hand behind so many glorious walks 
such as the Eastern and Western Arthur Ranges, Spires, Prince of Wales, Eldons 
and so on. The hardest trip he did was to Vanishing Falls with Alma Strappazon 
and Tony Moscal in 1982. The other thing that stands out about Allan is his 
dedication to the wellbeing of the Club.  
 

2000 
The executive authorized the purchase of a new computer for the Walks 
Subcommittee featuring the latest software and communication facilities and the 
Circular laptop will have similar software installed to provide a complete back-up.   
 
Margaret Williams reported that the attempt to introduce an overnight permit 
system for walkers in the WHA was deferred by the Minister for the Environment, 
Mr. David Llewellyn, following representations from bushwalkers. 
 
The Federation of Tasmania Bushwalking Clubs met over seven times in the 
year. Its President, David Atkins (LWC) and Vice President, Andrew Davey 
(HWC), along with HWC Environment committee and Executive contributed 
hundreds of hours to the issue. Currently (2011) the World Heritage Area permit 
concept is defunct, although restrictions apply to the Overland Track during the 
summer season. 
The Search Rescue and Training sub-committee organised the publishing of 
Safety in the Bush Edition 8. 



   

 
41 

Bob Wyatt reported that Doug Anderson died in Canberra recently.  As a member 
of the Club in the 1930s Doug wrote several articles for the Tasmanian Tramp on 
the Port Davey track and Mt Picton.  He was the discoverer of Daverns Cavern 
near Frenchmans Cap with Audrey Davern in December 1932. 
 
TRIBUTE TO ALEX SKELENICA  Wally Mounster reported: Alex may not be well 
known to people who have recently joined the Club. Born in central Europe his 
first bushwalking experience was gained during World War 2 when one did not go 
walking for pleasure! It was there that he learned the survival skills which he was 
always ready to pass on to club members. Alex was famous for his extended trips 
when he would take food for a month and go off exploring the South West. He 
was very active in the club’s search and rescue committee. In those days before 
there was a helicopter available at short notice, search and rescue was a much 
bigger part of the club’s activities than it is now. In the days before minimal impact 
bushwalking he regularly led “survival trips” where participants took only minimal 
food and gear, learning to make shelters and find bush food. Those who knew 
him will long remember him.  
 
The Tasmanian Tramp No. 33 was published.  Andrew Hutchinson, the 
Publications Officer, reported that sales of Tramp 33 and Safety in the Bush have 
been strong with 800 copies of each selling to the retail market.  Stocks of Tramp 
33 are almost exhausted and earlier Tramps have been reduced. 
 

2001 
The President, Midj Jones reported that HWC email is here at last and a Club 
web-page is being developed. 
 
HONORARY LIFE MEMBER  Bill Hamilton reported:  
David Wilson was elected the Club’s 23rd HLM at the AGM in October.  David’s 
association with the Club began in January 1933. During World War II David 

served in the RAAF in Bomber Command 
in Europe as a rear gunner. His walks in the 
late 1930s included Pindars Peak, Mt Anne 
from the railhead at Fitzgerald in four days, 
Port Davey and three trips to Frenchmans 
Cap as a guide. On 30 Dec. 1937, with 
Hugh Gordon he made the first ascent of 
North Geryon. On his return to Tasmania at 
the end of the war, he and his wife Nancy, 
in company with Keith Lancaster, were the 
first Tasmanians to climb Federation Peak.  
David’s ability as a skier was well-known.  
He has contributed articles for the Tramp. 
David’s record of bush huts and ruins of 
huts comprise some 1,800 photographs. Nancy and David Wilson 
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These are documented and are a priceless collection of our early and present 
heritage. Nancy was Club Secretary in 1950 and with David produced Tramp No. 
9.  In 1949 Nancy was the first woman to climb Federation Peak and was a 
member for 50 years. 
 

The midweek cycling groups already active for several years, began recording 
their activities in the annual reports. 
 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBER  Denis Elwell and Sue Meech reported: Val Linsell 
was elected the Club’s 24th HLM at the AGM in 
October. She joined the Club in 1974 and has 
served the Club for many years in both official 
positions and in many informal ways. She was 
Vice-President in 1978 and again in 1998.  She 
has been Membership Officer, Social 
Convener, on the Circular, Walks and Ski & Hut 
Subcommittees.  Overall Val has given the 
Club about 36 service years.  Many members 
who use the Lake Dobson hut would not know 
of the hours of work Val has put into sewing 

curtains and mattress covers for the hut.  She also bakes and decorates cakes for 
special Club functions and for any member who has a 90th birthday. 
 

2002 
After some difficulty the Club obtained general and public liability insurance for 
another year.  Planning started for sending the Circular by email.  And in August 
e-mail addresses for office bearers and our own site on the World Wide Web 
were introduced.  Paul Challen’s recipe for Banana cake was published in the 
Circular following many requests!! 
 
A new computer for the Membership Officer was approved – A Toshiba 1400 with 
XP Office and File Maker Pro installed. 
 
Tramp 34 was launched on Friday August 30th.  Honorary Life Members were 
presented with badges at the Annual General Meeting.  Changes in the insurance 
industry disallowed any future insurance of the Club Hut and equipment. 
 
TALKING POINT- THE TASMANIAN TRAMP  The President, Midj Jones wrote: 
Some love it and treasure it; some would rather not receive it.  Usually the Club 
produces 1,400 Tramps each 2 years. Figures for Tramp 32 show that about 850 
were distributed to members, members buy about 80 extra and about 50 are 
distributed free to contributors and land owners. We sell the rest. Income from 
sales and advertising offsets production costs so members contribute only $3-$4 
towards their copy of Tramp. That is, no more than $2 of your annual subscription 
goes towards Tramp.  
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2003 
To celebrate the International Year of Mountains, the HWC along with the 
Wellington Management Trust constructed a dolerite rock seat on one of the 
upper bends of the Zig-Zag track.  A plaque was placed inconspicuously at the 
front of it.  
 
Some members are receiving their Circulars by email and following the demise of 
our previous printers Advance Publicity, the Club now uses The Franklin Press.   
 
“Work-as-you-Walk” minor track work scheme began, largely through the efforts 
of Andrew Davey and the Federation of Tasmanian Bushwalking Clubs, allowing 
minor track work on scheduled Club walks 
 
The frequent lack of quorum at monthly general meetings had prompted much 
discussion. A one year trial of first-Thursday-of-the-month instead of first-Friday-
of-the-month did not remedy the situation, only 4 out of 11 meetings reaching the 
quorum of 35. 
 
The Tracks Subcommittee was disbanded as all significant track work in areas 
managed by Parks and Wildlife Service has to be done under the Adopt-A-Track 
program. This program does not allow Clubs to adopt tracks, in spite of efforts by 
FTBC to have them included in the scheme. Some HWC Members have adopted 
tracks. 
 
The “Rocking Stone” on Mt Wellington will not rock any more, following recent 
earth tremors. 

 
2004 
TRIBUTE TO PETER ALLNUTT  Tony Rae reported:  Peter joined the club in 
1945 and by 1948 he was Sec. / Treasurer. Over nearly 60 years of membership, 
Peter was a prominent force driving the direction and organization of the Club. He 
led the reorganization of the structure and rules in the 1950s. He also served as 
President, Secretary/Treasurer and Police Search and Rescue Liaison Officer.  
Peter had a precise engineering and mathematical mind and was an exacting 
editor of The Tasmanian Tramp for many years.  He was the instigator of the 
Anniversary Walk and the Annual Dinner, now both established Club traditions.  
Peter was also a driving force behind other organisations such as the Tasmanian 
Caveneering Club and Youth Hostels of Australia.  In 1979, Peter compiled a 
Club history titled A Record of Fifty Years 1929-1979, repeated in this history.
  
Tramp No. 35 was issued in September direct to members and was available at 
the Oct. AGM for extra copies to members for $8.  Shop price will be about $17. 
Clodagh Jones offered to produce a new index for The Tasmanian Tramps 1-35.  
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THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER - was held on Sat. 13th November.  For 
those who attended the 75th Annual Dinner, a treat was in store with the 
wonderful production of a video of the Club’s Life Members. 135 people attended 
the dinner with two guests from France (visiting with Sheila and Allan) and 
representatives from the Launceston, North West and Deloraine Clubs. There 
were three members of Jim Brown’s family, several octogenarians, and three 
nonagenarians. John Cannon acted as MC for the evening which was enjoyed by 
all present. Congratulations to the Annual Dinner Committee and all those 
involved with the making of the video.  
 

2005 
TRIBUTE TO KATH AND ROY DAVIES  John Wythes reported: Kath was a Club 
stalwart, bush lover and dear friend of her associates. A member since 1959, she 
was closely involved with all Club activities and gave freely of her time and 

energy.  Kath was made an HLM in 1982, 
and Roy was made an HLM in 1976.  Roy 
Davies was a gentleman in every sense of 
the word, and he will be missed in the Club. 
Roy will be especially remembered for his 
work on huts old and new on Mt Anne, Mt 
Rufus, Mt Wellington and Adamsons Peak. 
Roy was active for many years on the Search 
and Rescue, Walks and Tracks 
Subcommittees, and maintained a strong 
interest in the Club. His congenial company 
and quiet good humor was appreciated by all 
who walked or worked with him. He had the 
unique distinction of being an Honorary Life 
Member of both the Launceston (of which he 
was a co-founder) and Hobart Walking Clubs. 
Their daughter Alison is currently on the 
Executive Committee, while their other 
children Helen and John were both Club 

members before moving interstate.  
 
At the April meeting two Notices of Motion were passed: First motion - that all 
Club Members on the mailing list receive a Tramp journal. Second motion - that 
the annual subscription for members receiving both a paper Circular and Tramp 
be $37, and members receiving an email Circular and Tramp be $25, and 
members not receiving the Circular or the Tramp $20. 
 

2006 
The Tasmanian Tramp No. 36 was available at the AGM on 6 October for $10 for 
members who want to buy extras.  The Lake Dobson Hut is now on the 
permanent Heritage listing.  The Club’s internet service provider was changed to 
save costs and the domain name hobartwalkingclub.org.au was purchased.         

Roy and Kath Davies 
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A new computer was bought for the Membership Officer and the old computer 
passed to the Circular Editors as theirs has died. 
 

2007 
The Circular printing changed from the Franklin Press to the Xerox Shop Hobart. 
 
TRIBUTE TO CHRIS MEECH  by Andrew Davey:  Chris was a most likeable 
member who did a great deal for the Club and walkers generally. He received 
special dispensation to join the Club at 15 years old and had climbed Federation 
Peak not much later. He was a very active walker and led many a trip. He served 
outstandingly for many years on the Search and Rescue committee, Ski and Hut 
Subcommittee, and helped in a major way with maps in the days when HWC 
guides were in strong demand. He also served well on the Executive and Walks, 
Nomenclature and Tracks committees, and was an official Club contact person for 
some years. Chris also took an historic interest in walking and the Club. He had 
painstakingly put together all the issues of some Club publications, acquired and 
carefully maintained originals of most maps, and collected and renovated 
bushwalker fuel stoves. He was part of a working group (of mostly HWC 
members) that did renovation work on Maria Island - it is efforts like this, not of 
the Club's doing, that have often given the Club a good name.  
 
At the annual dinner Certificates of Honor were awarded to members present who 
had been with the Club for over 35 or over 50 years.  The Club Circular was 
enlarged from 24 pages to 28 pages in August, by incorporating the address 
details on the last page and deleting the former separate wrapping. 
 
Changes to By-laws were ratified at the AGM on 5 Oct.  Details of the changes 
are in the November Circular, and the changes were made as part of the Club’s 
risk management strategy. The Club office was moved from the YHA office in 
Criterion St to a room at the “50 and Better Club” in Bathurst St.  
 

2008 
TRIBUTE TO DENIS ELWELL  Ian Wright wrote: Every Club needs a Denis 

Elwell.  Denis has played a significant role in the 
Hobart Walking Club for more than half the life-time of 
the Club. For almost 40 years he worked on numerous 
Club committees. In 2001 Denis was elected as an 
Honorary Life Member (HLM), an honour richly 
deserved. Denis oversaw significant changes to the 
Club. For much of the time Denis was active, Club 
membership was at its peak and the Club was heavily 
involved in dealing with external agencies.  
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TRIBUTE TO LINDSAY WHITHAM  Bob Wyatt wrote:  Lindsay was a past 
President, Vice President, Walks Secretary in the1950s.  He led many trips to old 
mines and railways, delighting in a good scrub bash.  He wrote several Tramp 
articles and generously donated funds to the Club for various purposes, including 
the publication in Tramp No. 35 of a selection of photographs by Joe Picone. 
 
The Club approved the purchase of three new laptops, two printers, the latest 
Office package, virus protection and an extra copy of Filemaker, required to bring 
our aged fleet up to the latest, and importantly, uniform standards.  
 
A motion to change the Quorum at meetings from 35 to 30 was ratified. The Club 
published The Tasmanian Tramp No. 37, and Tramp 36 is all but sold out.  
 
As reported in the Mercury and on local TV, Club member Dave Harris has now 
claimed every one of the 466 mountains in the “Peak Baggers Guide” (Tramp 33). 
 

2009 
THE TASMANIAN TRAMP INDEX  The Club published a booklet compiled by 
Clodagh Jones and Carol Jones titled an Index of the Tasmanian Tramp Numbers 

1-36 1933-2006.  This is an invaluable aid in locating articles, illustrations, place 
names and people, and was much used in the drafting of this Club history.  

Paperback copies of the Index are available on order from the Secretary.  
 
The cost of sending the Circular to about 456 members was $8,351 – about 
$18.30 each member and so each Circular costs about $1.50 – good value. 
 
Midj Jones, Vice President reported: In early 2008, the Club obtained legal advice 
from Page Seager, lawyers, regarding our constitution, liability and risk. The 
Executive Committee will be recommending alterations to the Constitution, Rules 
and By-laws at the October General meeting.  Six Notices of Motion to alter the 
HWC Constitution and seven Notices of Motions to alter the HWC Rules and Bye-
laws were published in the October Circular for consideration at the October 
General Meeting. 
 
Club member Paul Geeves in April became the second “Peak Bagger” to 
complete the listed 466 mountains in Tasmania. 
 
In November the 80

th
 Annual Dinner (luncheon) was attended by 100 members 

including Jessie Luckman, and featured a display of Club history by Bob Wyatt. 
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2010 
TRIBUTE TO KEN IREDALE - eleventh Hon. Life Member of the Club, Ken and 

his wife Merle were active Club members as soon as 
they arrived in Hobart in 1946. Being a keen 
photographer Ken was soon involved with the 
Photographic Committee which used to run popular 
public slide shows each year. Ken served on the Hut 
Committee (later Ski and Hut Subcommittee) 
continuously between 1946 and 1973.  Along with Leo 
Luckman, Ken played a key role in the design and 
construction of the Memorial Hut at Lake Dobson.  
 
 
 

 
JESSIE LUCKMAN HLM – 100TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS  Jessie 

Luckman celebrated her 
100th birthday on Thursday 6 
May, and the Club celebrated 
this milestone at the General 
Meeting on the 7th May at the 
Philip Smith Theatre.  After 
joining the club in 1936, she 
was soon tackling harder 
walks, such as Mt Gould. In 
1939, she climbed Mt Anne 
on a club trip led by her 
husband Leo. This trip is 
etched in Jessie’s memory 
because of a visit to the 
campfire one night by a 
Tasmanian tiger. The party 

saw the tell-tale paw prints in the mud the next morning. This was less than two 
years after “Benjamin” died in the Hobart Zoo.  Jessie has since maintained an 
abiding interest in bushwalking and nature. She allowed the club to hold meetings 
and social events in her music studio every Friday evening during World War 2 to 
help keep the club together. Working under her maiden name, Wakefield, Jessie 
was also a noted concert pianist with the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra for 
many years. 
 
In 1953, as part of Tasmania’s “150 years” celebration, Jessie organized a Hobart 
Walking Club party to retrace Sir John and Lady Franklin’s 1842 route from the 
Lyell Highway to Macquarie Harbour. Her account of the trip concluded with the 
comment, ‘...our exploits having been brought before the Sesquicentenary 
Committee, we were each officially presented with the Anniversary Medal by the 
Minister for Lands, the Hon. Doug Cashion, MHA.  We felt that we  and the 
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Hobart Walking Club - had earned it’ - a modest understatement following 12 
days of challenging walking through this wild and remote part of the State.  Leo 
Luckman was Hobart’s leading stonemason, working on the preservation of 
heritage buildings, and he and Jessie had a farm. Jessie helped him in both 
capacities, and worked through the planning of the stonemasonry business after 
Leo’s death in 1976. 
 
Jessie wrote a large chapter of The South West Book with Kath Davies, and had 
many articles published in The Tasmanian Tramp. However, it was in the field of 
conservation that Jessie led not only the Club but the Tasmanian community. So 
significant were her efforts that they have been profiled over the years by the 
Mercury, the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, Wild magazine and elsewhere.  
She was the hard-working organizer of Tasmania’s first big conservation battle, 
opposing a bid to alienate part of the Mt Field National Park as a forest 
concession area. 
 

Jessie’s friends and former Club 
members Nancy Weaver (nee Shaw) 
and Eve Masterman have recently 
passed their 100th birthday. On Tuesday 
October 12th the Hobart Mercury 

reported: Three centenarian University of 
Tasmania graduates enjoyed a gathering 
held in their honor at the University 
yesterday, organized by the UTAS 
Alumni group. Former HWC member 
Nancy Weaver, 100, graduated with a 
bachelor of arts in 1932. Jessie 
Luckman, Hon. Life Member, 100, 
became a noted concert pianist with the 
Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra after 
completing her arts degree in 1939. 
Former Club member Eve Masterman, 
103, completed her bachelor of arts in 
1933 and was recently added to the 
Tasmanian Honor Roll of Women for 
service to human rights. 
All three were among the Club’s most 

active bushwalkers. Eve was the first woman to ascend Mt Anne and Eve Peak is 
named in her honor. Nancy was HWC Treasurer and Secretary for eight years in 
the 1940’s.  
 
The Tasmanian Flora and Fauna Conservation Committee played an active role 
for many years as forerunner of the Tasmanian Conservation Trust, and Jessie 
was a driving member of the committee. Jessie was a prospective green 
politician, intelligent and articulate, 30 years ahead of her time. 

l-r. J. Luckman, E.Masterman, N. Weaver 

 

Photograph courtesy of the Mercury 
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THE 81st PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT  Midj Jones wrote: As always, our 
Club Members continue to go walking and cycling in great numbers and we 
continue to attract new Members. We all belong to a Club we can be proud of. 
This year’s success is the result of much work by our army of administrative 
volunteers - near one hundred, and our walks leaders. I thank all these people for 
their contributions, however large or small, without which the Club would fade 
away. I thank the contributors to this report for their considered effort. I thank the 
conveners, constituents and aides of all the various committees for the smooth 
operation of Club functions this year. I thank our custodians, officers and 
delegates for their work. The reports you read in the following pages make a full 
and excellent history of our Club’s year.  
 
Some Presidential engagements were the Club’s 80th Anniversary in November 
and the Northwest Walking Club’s 50th Anniversary in April. I was interviewed by 
ABC radio and The Mercury on bushwalking topics, assisting to maintain HWC’s 
public profile. The 100th birthday of Jessie Luckman HLM was our May highlight 
(and I can’t help mentioning that I produced the birthday card, featuring HWC 
history). Jessie is our first Club Member to reach 100, although two of her 
acquaintances, both now over 100, are former Club Members - Nancy Weaver 
(nee Shaw) and Eve Masterman.  
 
It has been a busy and worthwhile year for the Executive Committee, with some 
of the Club’s administrative achievements being several essential alterations to 
the Constitution, Rules and By-laws. These addressed the Club’s risk 
management; clarified some points regarding operation of the Executive and 
general meetings; limited the tenure of Executive office bearers; and incorporated 
privacy provisions into our Club Membership list, while allowing for the addition of 
email addresses.  
 
Efforts to set future directions for the Club began in March, with results so far 
being a “Facebook” presence; joint walks with Tas. University Bushwalking Club; 
a review of the procedures and operation of Training Trips; and the suggestion of 
a cycling code of conduct. These ideas will be furthered in the coming year.  
I have enjoyed this year, and look forward to next year being equally positive. 
Please enjoy reading this Annual Report, and maybe think about joining our 
volunteer work force.  
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Who’s Who in the 81ST year of the Club 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

PRESIDENT Midj Jones 6243 4192 H 
VICE-PRESIDENT John Cannon 6247 6464 H 
VICE PRESIDENT Pieter Buining 6244 3714 H 
SECRETARY Ruth Raward 6244 4467 H 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Kay Mallinson 6244 3714 H 
TREASURER Rupert Manners 6292 1310 H 
WALKS SECRETARY Andrew Davey 6239 6178 H 
SKI & HUT SECRETARY Fred Koolhof 6225 4216 H 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Stephanie Schulz 6223 2366 H 
COMMITTEE Gill Fitzgerald 6234 4752 H 
 Chanchal Foxen 6239 1262 H 
 John Olle 6228 3446 H 
  

SUBCOMMITTEES 

WALKS Walks Secretary Andrew Davey 6239 6178 H 
 Walks Data Vicki Martin 6228 3228 H 
Coordinators Overnight Paul Geeves 6231 5215 H 
 W/E SE+ Day Walks Jeanette Brown 6227 1828 H 
 W/E MM+ Day Walks Chris Rathbone 6223 6757 H 
 Tuesday Heather Hurd 6229 6922 H 
 Wednesday Bernd Janisch 6249 2691 H 
 Thursday Malcolm Sherlock 6273 4179 H 
 Midweek SE Felicity Walch 6229 5391 H 
 Midweek SCNQ Bob & Phyl Wyatt 6247 8966 H 
  
SKI AND HUT Fred Koolhof (Secretary 6225 4216), Liz Gillian (6239 9910), J De Burgh, 

A Holding, A Jowett, L Koolhof, V Linsell, I Picken, F Rader, R Rader  R 
Reed, A Davey. 

CIRCULAR If the Circular does not arrive, advise the Membership Officer in writing, 
GPO Box 753, Hobart 7001 or membership@hobartwalkingclub.org.au. 
Coordinator: Jim Anderson (6234 7497).  
Editors: Brian Kearsley (6229 2552), Doug McLean (6223 3541), Ken 
Chilcott (6228 1673), Gill Mosmann (6232 7060). 

EDITORIAL Helen Daly (Convener 6243 6738), C Errey, J Adams, K Marriott.  J 
Cannon (Exec Rep). 

ENVIRONMENT Paul Geeves (Convener 6231 5215), A Davey (Exec Rep), M Jones, D 
Jupe, P Watson.  

SEARCH RESCUE & TRAINING: Pam Powell (Convener 6223 5205H 6232 5216W),  
S Denman, G Downer, G Kowalik, V Martin, B Mulheran, C Rathbone, M  
Sherlock and S Whitney. P Buining (Exec Rep) 

SOCIAL Gill Fitzgerald (6234 4752), Linda Cook, Kay Mallinson.  

  Vicki Martin (6228 3228). 
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APPENDIX 1 

HWC PRINCIPAL OFFICE BEARERS, HONORARY MEMBERS AND 

MEMBERS ROLL IN THE FIRST 50 YEARS 
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APPENDIX 2 

HWC EXECUTIVE OFFICE BEARERS and MEMBERS ROLL 

1980 to 2010 
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APPENDIX 3 

WALK STATISTICS FROM 1951 To 2010 

CYCLING STATISTICS 2000 TO 2010 
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THE TASMANIAN TRAMP – 1936 
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THE TASMANIAN TRAMP – 2010 

 

 


