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PRESIDENT 
 
This is the time of the year when we reflect on what has taken 
place in our Club over the last 12 months and cast a critical 
eye over the results. The wow factor for me has been the 
HWC Circular highlighting the activities that occur each 
month.  With something scheduled every day of the month, 
there are many members coordinating activities offering the 
opportunity for all of us to participate. The year’s statistics 
outlined in the Trip Secretary’s report highlight an outstanding 
758 trips on offer to members during the year. As well, 
member participation continues to be strong and our 
membership continues to grow.   
 
Another highlight has been the ongoing use members are 
making of the Lake Dobson Hut. This wonderful Club asset is 
a great base for activities in the Mt Field National Park. 
 
These are all signs that the Club is in a strong position. 
 
During the year the Executive Committee worked on a 
number of projects that improved the Club and supported our 
mission Making it Easy to Go Walking: 
 

 Constitution Polish – a motion to adopt the ‘polished’ 
constitution was put to the AGM last October and 
accepted by members. 

 Walks program – for the first time, a member survey 
was undertaken to ascertain members’ satisfaction 
with the activities offered by the Club and to provide 
an opportunity for members to suggest changes to 
improve the operation of the Club. Responses were 
received from 265 members and the survey results 
were presented to members with the Executive 
identifying a number of areas of the Club’s activity 
program to be addressed in the coming year. With 
respondents to the survey representing 25% of the 
total membership, one of the key findings was that 
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overall, members were satisfied with the activities of 
the Club. 

 E-Storage – the Club has now implemented a plan to 
put in place appropriate storage and backup for Club 
records, working documents and correspondence.  

 Club Meetings - With the member survey results now 
available providing feedback and ideas on what we 
need to do to improve our Club Meetings, this project 
will start in the new year. 

 Circular Review – the team working on this project 
made a number of improvements to the layout of the 
Circular. I have said previously that our Monthly 
Circular is the glue that pulls the Club together, 
providing the information on the activities we all enjoy.  
As one of our key communication tools, the Circular is 
always under review.  

 Website Review -  our objectives with this project are 
to achieve a lighter workload and easier operations 
for HWC officers, to retain the good elements of what 
already exists on the current website and enable new 
features and functionality, to present a contemporary 
‘look’ and ‘feel’ and to ensure modification of content 
can be easily made in real time. A key outcome is an 
online subscription payment system and a linked 
member data base. In the next 12 months we expect 
to have an improved website for use by members.  
 

During the year the Club received a request for financial 
assistance from the ‘Friends of Mt Field’ for the Mt Field East 
Track. Members supported a motion at a SGM to make a 
donation to support the upgrade to this popular walking track. 
With the Club’s support the ‘Friends of Mt Field’ were able to 
secure a grant from the Tasmanian Community Fund to 
finalise the project and works are now underway 
 
The Club held an interclub visit to Canberra last October with 
around 20 members making the trip. 
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It is important to keep growing our pool of coordinators, 
especially for those who like to walk at the weekend.  Our 
walking programme depends on members volunteering to 
coordinate walks and many of the good ideas raised in the 
member survey are dependent on a strong pool of 
coordinators being available. A coordinator training program 
was conducted during the year to help members identify the 
steps to prepare and plan a walk, what to do on the walk and 
outline the mentoring programme to provide support during 
the first 3 - 4 walks.  23 members attended the training which 
was a very good start to growing the numbers of coordinators. 
Risk Management is an important component of Club 
operations which the Executive Committee manages on an 
ongoing basis. With walking safety a high priority, the Club 
purchased during the year a PLB for each Walking Trip 
Programmer with a view to giving coordinators easy access to 
a PLB. 
 
The Club is very fortunate to have members prepared to 
share their experience and skills to make our Club operations 
run smoothly and ensure we continue to offer a program of 
activities attractive to existing and new members.  The 90+ 
members who take on many of the day to day tasks of 
keeping the Club operating are to be congratulated. I have 
enjoyed the support of a very hardworking Executive 
Committee dedicated to our mission of making it easy to go 
walking. A strategy over the last 6 years of establishing 
improvement projects tackling some of the key challenges to 
keep the Club up to date and relevant to our membership has 
produced outstanding results. 
 
Our Club is in good hands. 
 
See you on the track 
 

Philip Le Grove, President 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 
Membership of the HWC was 947 members on 30 June 2017, 
an increase of 37 members on FY 2015-16. We had 124 new 
members join the Club, plus 14 members re-joined after a 
short absence, giving us this healthy 37-member increase 
over the previous year. 101 members did not renew their 
membership. 
 
Sadly Club members Terry Morgan, Bill Hamilton, Tony 
Moscal, and John Dowd passed away during the year. 
 
More than half of the Club members utilised the paperless 
renewal of membership process and our objective of over 
70% for FY18-19 is on track.  Also more members are joining 
the Club via the Members Area of our website.  However 
members are yet to fully utilise the Members Area which 
enables members to personally update their Club 
membership personal details, and access closed Club 
information.   
 
Below are the membership statistics for the past three years. 
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Age Group Statistics at 30th June 2017 
 

 FY 2016-2017 FY 2015-2016 FY 2014-2015 

Age  M F Total M F Total M F Total 

16-18  0 1 1 0 2 2 0 1 1 

19-24  2 5 7 2 4 6 2 2 4 

25-29  3 4 7 2 7 9 3 7 10 

30-39  7 18 25 6 11 17 13 20 33 

40-49  22 35 57 21 35 56 21 38 59 

50-59  68 122 190 80 126 206 80 118 198 

60-69  157 215 372 159 208 367 169 215 384 

70-79  123 103 226 112 83 195 90 64 154 

80-89  28 27 55 24 22 46 22 20 42 

90+  3 4 7 2 4 6 2 3 5 

Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total  413 534 947 408 502 910 402 487 889 
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Membership Statistics at 30 June 2017 
 

Category 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 

Hon. Life Members 10 10 11 10 11 

Hon. Associate Members 1 1 1 1 1 

Associate Members 1 4 4 3 1 

Members 806 781 762 723 702 

Prospective Members 129 114 111 127 87 

Total 947 910 889 864 802 

 
35 Year Membership Certificates 
Nine members attained 35 years in the Club and were 
awarded Certificates.  They are: 
   Date joined 

Roger Bradshaw 6/4/1979 Christine Patterson 6/3/1981 

Marcle Nahodil 6/1/1981 David Tongs 28/3/1981 

Ruth Raward 6/1/1981 Anneliese Ortmann 7/4/1981 

Erik Parris 18/2/1981 Hazel Roper-Power 16/10/1981 

Jenny Burleigh 1/3/1981   

 
50 Year Membership Certificates 
Seven members attained the significant milestone of 50 years 
membership in the Club and were awarded a Gold 
Certificates.  They are: 

 Date joined 

Erika Shankley 1/1/1960 

Ian Weeks 23/1/1966 

Stuart Whitney 25/1/1966 

Frank Lawrence 5/2/1966 

Patsy Merhulik 2/4/1966 

Lorraine Minchin 6/5/1966 

Robert Richardson 19/11/1966 
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Club recipients of Long and Significant Service Award 
are: 
 

Margaret Knight 2011 Fred Koolhof 2014 

Stuart Whitney 2011 Pam Powell 2014 

Hillary Goodwin 2011 Chris Rathbone 2014 

Sylvia Ledger 2011 Vicki Martin 2014 

Anna Rau 2011 Midj Jones 2014 

Roger Reed 2011 Geoff Morffew 2015 

Phyl Wyatt 2011 Tony Rae 2015 

Barry Ford 2012 Paul Geeves 2015 

Jenny Ford 2012 Linda Cook 2016 

Gloria Barnes 2012 Tony Cook 2016 

Adrian Jowett 2012 Helen Daly 2016 

Margaret Gould 2012 Gill Fitzgerald 2016 

John Adams 2013 Storm Foulkes 2016 

Jim Anderson 2013 Heather Hurd 2016 

Rosalie Davis 2013 Roger Hurd 2016 

David Hardy 2013 Rupert Manners 2016 

 
Club Life Members are: 
John Cannon 
Andrew Davey 
Bruce Davis 
Brian Haas 
David Leaman 
Val Linsell 
Sheila Reynolds 
Stephanie Schulz 
Bob Wyatt 
John Wythes 
 

Geoff O’Hara, Membership Officer 
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TRIPS SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Trips Secretary  Rupert Manners  
Trips Data  Jill Finch  
Trips Data Assistant  Vicki Martin  
Walk Programmers  

Overnight Paul Geeves  
W/E SE+ Day Trips  Judy Bond 
W/E MM+ Day Trips  Trish Colles, earlier Chris 

Rathbone 
Monday (Toddles)  Helen Dalla-Fontana  
Monday SE/SM  Rob Hill  
Tuesday  John Dargue, earlier Heather 

Hurd and Rosanna Cameron 
Wednesday  Mary Jolly  
Thursday  John Kerrison  
Midweek SE/SM  Duncan Hamilton  
Midweek SNQ  Rinda Burgess  
Dog Walks  Dawn Hendrick  

Cycle Programmers  
Thursday SE  Cecilia Eriksson  
Thursday Mod  Helen Daly 
Thursday ME  Margaret McDonald and  
 David Pears  
Tuesday Int  Chris Howard  
 

It has been another busy and active year. There were 758 trips 
(2016: 734) that went ahead in the year with a participation of 
8518 (2016: 8526). Many thanks to the Trip Programmers and 
the many Coordinators who make such a programme possible. 
51 trips were cancelled mainly due to bad weather. 
 
A special thanks to Jill Finch, Vicki Martin and Chris Rathbone 
who keep the administration side of the programme under 
control. 
 
The spread of trips undertaken is similar to last year with the 
dominant grade being day walks in the MM category. 
Participation per trip is down slightly to 11.2 (2016 11.6). During 
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the year Margaret McDonald and David Pears introduced a new 
M/E cycling group. 
 
There were 185 (2016: 181) different Coordinators this year. 
One of the key results of the survey of members conducted 
during the year was a desire to have smaller groups on some of 
the trips. The Club does not wish to limit participation in any 
way and the way to reduce the group size is to expand the trips 
on offer which in turn means we need to grow the pool of 
Coordinators. To this end the Club conducted a New 
Coordinators Training Day in May. There were 23 attendees 
and at the time of writing 11 of those have led their first walk. 
The Club’s future depends on coordinators so don’t be shy – 
give it a go. 
 
The leading Trip Coordinators were as follows: 

  
Trips No of days 

Rupert Manners walks 25 67 

Paul Geeves walks 9 38 

Helen Daly walks & cycle 20 22 

Linda & Tony Cook walks & cycle 9 19 

John Cornwell  cycle 11 19 

Carolynne Smith walks 8 17 

Helen Dalla-Fontana walks 16 16 

Kent Lillico walks 2 16 

Felicity Walch walks 15 15 

Sylvia Ledger walks 15 15 

Vicki Martin walks 8 15 

Chris Rathbone walks 14 14 

Rinda Burgess  walks 14 14 

Rob Hill walks 13 13 

Stacy Kirkby walks 7 13 

Nick Hume walks & cycle 10 13 

Gill Mosmann walks 12 12 

Judy Bond walks 12 12 

Andrew Davey walks 2 11 
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Leading Trip Coordinators cont. Trips No of days 

Angela Devine walks 11 11 

Brian Haas cycle 4 11 

Dianne Martin walks 11 11 

Judith Holmes walks 11 11 

Tony Woolford  walks 2 11 

Carmen Walker 
 

walks 
 

10 10 

Ingrid McGaughey 
 

walks 
 

2 10 

Kathleen Mclaren 
 

walks 
 

8 10 

Margaret McDonald 
 

walks & cycle 
 

10 10 

 
Programmer Reports 
Paul Geeves, Overnight trips: The 2016-17 overnight walks 
program had fewer trips than last year but the trips were longer 
with the number of days members were out bush was about the 
same. There was an exceptionally good summer extended trips 
program in terms of trips offered and the variety of destinations 
and types of walks offered. 
 
Rob Hill, Monday SE walks: Most Mondays we ran a SE/SM 
walk. Unlike other weekly walk days we had no “regulars”. 
Rather people picked the walks that appealed. Those in need 
of a short energetic walk would go on a Rupert or John Cannon 
SM and those less inclined would come on a shorter SE such 
as Beth’s Gorringes Beach walk. 
 
Mary Jolly, Wednesday MM walks: Wednesday MM walks have 
continued to attract good numbers ranging from around 12 for 
more challenging walks to high twenties on other occasions. 
Good companionship and safety for all are among our goals. 
Once again this year the aim has been to introduce some new 
walks onto the program or to re-introduce walks that have not 
been done by the group for many years. No reportable 
incidents have occurred on these trips. At least 9 first time 
coordinators have been encouraged and mentored during the 
course of these activities. My thanks to everyone who has 
helped throughout the year. 
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Dawn Hendrick, Dog Walks: In the 12 months from July last 
year 27 walks were planned of which 25 went ahead. 168 
humans participated on these walks with 109 canines enjoying 
the experience too! The Tranmere coastal path, Kingston 
Beach to the Alum Cliffs and Howrah/Bellerive Beaches were 
the most popular walks once again but some new walks were 
also added including Lowestoft to Windermere Bays and Arm 
End. Mays Beach in March proved to be the most popular of all 
with 15 humans accompanying 12 canines along this beautiful 
coastal path. Having a dog is not a requirement. Some people 
“borrow” dogs for these walks – whilst others come along for 
the sheer enjoyment of watching dogs having fun. We are 
always looking for new coordinators – so if you have a dog or 
know of a good dog-friendly walk please get in touch. 
 
Chris Howard, Tuesday Cycling report: Of the 52 rides planned, 
9 were cancelled due to poor weather. The group rode 2,469km 
with an average of 57km/ride. There was an average of 10 
riders on each trip. The Southern region was the most popular 
region (40%) with all other regions equally represented. 
 
Margaret McDonald and David Pears: The Medium Easy 
cycling group was formed in November 2016 with 12 cyclists on 
the first ride. To June 2017 the average participation rate has 
been 12 with a maximum of 21. Riding distances have varied 
from 25-38kms with an average of 30kms. It is a cohesive, easy 
going group which has filled a need between Short Easy and 
Moderate rides. 
 
Helen Daly, Thursday Moderate rides: This has yet again been 
a popular group and well attended. We have added many new 
ride destinations, are offering longer harder rides, and are 
experiencing strong numbers each week. Average yearly 
number 15 per ride, but can be up to 28 on summer rides or 
popular destinations. The demand for rides is strong and the 
addition of the ME group has helped to reduce numbers on MM 
rides but they also are well attended.  
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Linda and Tony Cook, Cycle Tours and Overnight trips: Just 
one of our four tours was held this past year. The Tamar Valley 
Wine Tour was cancelled due to atrocious weather which would 
have made the cycling and camping conditions very 
unpleasant. Linda’s Southern Tour was cancelled due to ill 
health. Tony's 9-day North East Tour which he has lead for 
over 20 years, is now run by invitation due to experimental side 
trips and spontaneous changes to plan. Linda’s eight day North 
West Tour went ahead with eight cyclists who enjoyed perfect 
weather and cycling conditions. The Caveside Easter Camp 
saw 22 campers enjoy 5 days of stunning weather, fabulous 
rides and happy hours. 
 
Track Clearing 
During the year the Club did track clearing work on the 
following tracks: 

 The Huon Track to Blakes Opening: This took three 
working bees.  

 The Slide track on Bruny Island,  

 High Yellow Bluff Track,  

 Old Arthurs Peak Track, and  

 Cathedral Rock Track from Andersons Road.  
The chainsaw users were Rupert Manners, Malcolm Sherlock 
and Henk Brolsma. Thank you to all Club members who 
assisted. 
 
The following tables provide statistics on Club activities. 
 

Rupert Manners, Trips Secretary 
 
.
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SUMMARY OF TRIPS 
 

Day Trips Walking 2017 
  

2016 
   Trips Participants Particip/ 

per trip 
Trips Participants Particip/ 

per trip 

 
LR 7 70 10.0 5 38 7.6 

 
MR 29 270 9.3 35 286 8.2 

 
LM 38 463 12.2 24 262 10.9 

 
LE 8 106 13.3 7 85 12.1 

 
MM 171 2349 13.7 174 2426 13.9 

 
SR 2 6 3.0 4 30 7.5 

 
SM 27 263 9.7 40 549 13.7 

 
SE 126 1401 11.1 104 1381 13.3 

 
SNQ 51 404 7.9 47 445 9.5 

 
NQ 45 638 14.2 45 560 12.4 

 
DWNQ 25 168 6.7 10 55 5.5 

 
FB    3 9 3.0 

 
Kayak    4 20 5.0 

  
529 6138 11.6 502 6146 12.2 
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SUMMARY OF TRIPS cont. 

Day Trips Cycling 2017 
  

2016 
 

 
Int/cyc 41 406 9.9 46 437 9.5 

 
Mod/cyc 55 817 14.9 65 863 13.3 

 ME/cyc 35 420 12.0    

 
SE/cyc 49 359 7.3 51 570 11.2 

 
Tour 6 64 10.7 8 109 13.6 

  

186 2066 11.1 170 1979 11.6 

Extended  
 

2017 
  

2016 
 

 
FB    4 12 3.0 

 
LR 8 46 5.8 4 32 8.0 

 
MM 16 147 9.2 23 208 9.0 

 
MR 19 121 6.4 25 128 5.1 

 
SM    2 8 4.0 

 
Kayak    4 13 3.3 

  

43 314 7.3 62 401 6.5 

TOTAL 
 

758 8518 11.2 734 8526 11.6 

Weekend 165 1522 9.2 150 1413 9.4 

Midweek 364 4616 12.7 352 4733 13.4 
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SEARCH, RESCUE & TRAINING SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Members:  Pam Powell (Convenor), Malcolm Sherlock (July-
October), Jamie Cotton, Stuart Whitney, Ian Draper (July to 
March), Sue Denman (Police Liaison), Chris Rathbone, Andrew 
Davey, Kerry Scott (Exec Rep) 
 
The committee is responsible for the organisation and conduct 
of introductory training days, maintenance of a call-out list for 
rescue activities, organisation of search groups, training of club 
members and monitoring the overall safety of the Club's 
activities. In addition we write and update club booklets (Safety 
in the Bush and Emergency Management), review and make 
recommendations regarding incidents and accidents, and log 
trips for PLBs used on club walks.  
 
Training for New Members 
The committee continued to run the Essential Skills training 
days required for new members to gain full membership in the 
Club. This program covers all aspects relating to day walking 
trips. 
 
During the 2016/2017 year we scheduled six Essential Skills   
1-day training events with 65 prospective members attending. 
This compares with 75 for the previous year.  One training day 
was cancelled due to lack of registrations and other days could 
have accepted more trainees. The decrease in numbers being 
trained is despite the continuing high number of prospective 
members who join the Club requiring training.  This trend is 
very concerning given the large numbers of new members who 
don’t register for training. We trialled the use of a feedback form 
to ascertain what the members get from the day. Although the 
results were positive, we did not gain much useful information. 
We have started to look at options to address the issue of 
falling training numbers. 
 
Training Activities 
This is the first year that we have not organised a 
training/walking weekend at the Steppes Historic Reserve.  The 
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committee decided not to proceed with an activity that takes 
lots of time from the organisers as few people seem interested 
in attending. This is a shame as the HWC association with the 
Steppes has been further acknowledged with signage to a 
Thwaites Memorial banksia garden on site. 
 
The committee developed a proposal for Mentor Training 
Scheme for the HWC consisting of a walks policy, coordinator 
guidelines, skills and experience expectations, procedure for 
accident or illness and a checklist. 
 
The Executive organised a training day for new coordinators 
that attracted 20 participants and resulted in 11 new 
coordinators for Club walks. 
 
Search and Rescue 
The sub-committee maintains a search and rescue call-out list 
from which we are able to mobilise searches when alerted by 
the Police. These callouts can range from remote difficult 
searches to local one day searches.  In recent years the police 
have tended to use helicopters to fly over wide spread search 
areas, sometimes locating the lost person in the process.  This 
has resulted in more 1-day searches or multi-day searches 
where the searchers go home each night.  The sub-committee 
has continued to update and revamp our call-out lists using 
mobile phone technology. We currently have 2 primary police 
contacts who can send a text message to our expanded search 
list and a follow-up message to the member’s email address 
with details of the search. The secondary contacts get in touch 
with those who are not on mobile phone or email. This enables 
us to get the message out quickly and get responses back 
quickly.  
 
Callouts/alerts: There were no callouts or alerts during the past 
year. 
 
The SAREX training for search volunteers was held in 
September on the north-east coastal area and was scenario 
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based with land and marine workshops scheduled and 
featuring a vertical rescue. Three HWC members participated. 
 
Club members participated in training for new Police team 
leaders on Mt Wellington, involving searches for a lost person 
with the trainee organising the search, finding the missing 
person and arranging the rescue. 
 
Incident Monitoring 
The committee has a role in monitoring incidents occurring on 
club walks and if necessary making recommendations to the 
Executive regarding action. The system of incident reporting 
seems to have broken down as none were presented to the 
committee for review; this despite hearing about significant 
issues very much second hand and a long time after the event. 
 
Thanks 
We once again want to record our thanks to those who led 
training days, ran training activities and maintained readiness 
for searches during the year. 

Pam Powell, SRT Convenor 
 
CIRCULAR SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Co-ordinator:  Jim Anderson 
Editors: Helen Bethune Moore, John Gora, Doug 

McLean, Stephanie Schulz 
Trips Data Entry: Jill Finch 
Mailing Officer: Lawrence Hemsley 
Emailing Officer: Geoff O’Hara 
Circular production hosts & hostesses; mailing helpers; cover 

artists & photographers. 
 
Circular production numbers as at 30 June 2017 are:- 

Circular style Members Others Total % 

Print 343 3 346 39.2 
Email 530 7 537 60.8 
Total 873 10 883 100.0 
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Members who pay to receive a printed circular are now offered 
an email version as well. In this table, those members 
subscribing for print and email are counted in the Print category 
while members who subscribe for email alone are counted in 
the Email category. 
 
Thank you to all of the above-mentioned team for their 
dedication in producing the monthly circulars. 
 
In 2017 we have had an average of 10 mailing helpers per 
month at production homes, some of whom are regulars 
travelling to all suburbs. Perhaps others could assist when 
production is near their home. Addressing and wrapping the 
monthly circular is a pleasant social event which takes a couple 
of hours at most. 

Jim Anderson, Circular Co-ordinator 
 

SOCIAL SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

Members: Gill Fitzgerald (Convenor), Trish Colles, Vonda 
Kerrison, Vicki Martin, Margaret Williams, Storm Foulkes (Exec 
Rep). 
 
Sixty nine Members and guests attended the Annual Dinner on 
19

th
 November 2016. It was held at the Rosny Parks Bowls 

Club, with the excellent Tornies providing the food. It was a 
successful evening and it was good to see walkers and cyclists 
(and those less active) getting together socially. 
 
The December BBQ was held at Roger and Heather Hurd’s 
home. We had a good attendance and the weather was kind. 
An enjoyable evening: thank you to Roger and Heather for 
hosting the event. 
 
On 19

th
 January the Club held the annual Australia Day picnic 

at Orana. This was as usual well supported by walkers, cyclists 
and strollers, enjoying the BBQ, the beach, or just relaxing in 
the pleasant surroundings. This is the final year that Phyl and 
Bob will be arranging the Orana picnic as they are stepping 
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aside after many years. A big thank you to the Wyatt's for ably 
organising this event which has now become a HWC institution. 
Fortunately Vicki Martin and Margaret Williams have offered to 
continue the tradition of the Orana picnic. 

Gill Fitzgerald, Social Convenor. 
 

 
CLUB MEETINGS - ENTERTAINMENT 
 

2016   

July Anne Bevan Walking in the Alps 

Aug Vonda Kerrison Tarkine Trip 

Sept Rupert Manners & 
Vicki Martin 

N.E. Highlands Trip 

Oct Henk Brolsma Camping in Antarctica 

Nov Felicity Hickman The Great Ocean Walk 
(Victoria) 

Dec Peter Alexander Larapinta Trail 

2017   

Feb Margaret Williams Travels in Norway & China 

March Barry Ford Smiths Monument 

April Rosie Berger & 
Family 

Cycling in Europe with a 
young family 

May Roger Nutting 
 

Mountain Huts Preservation 
Society 

June Vonda Kerrison & 
Elizabeth Barsham 

Walking with Canberra 
Walking Club 

 
A big thank you to all guest speakers and others who helped in 
any way to make the monthly entertainment possible.  

Vonda Kerrison, Entertainment Co-ordinator 
 
 
PUBLICATION SALES 
 
Sales figures for the financial year ending 30

th
 June 2017 were 

as follows:- 
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The Tasmanian Tramp: Shops Individuals Total 

  No.27 3  3 

  No.32 3  3 

  No.39  2 2 

  No.40  3 3 

  No.41 77 24 101 

CD Tramp Nos.1-23  7 7 

Safety in the Bush 2 2 4 

Steppes by Jack Thwaites  1 1 

 
Total items remaining: 
Tramps 
No.21 – 16 No.23 – 15 No.24 – 39 No.25 – 60 
No.26 – 49 No.27 – 4 No.31 – 55 No.32 – 36 
No.34 – 40 No.35 – 23 No.38 – 48 No.39 – 79 
No.40 – 78 No.41 - 37   
Tramp index 1-23 - 50 
Safety in the Bush - 731 
Emergency Medicine - 90 
There are also plenty of car stickers to give away. 
 
A list of current prices of all Club publications is shown on the 
HWC website, with all back copies of Tramp selling for only $2. 
 
The Tasmanian Tramp CD 1-23 is still quite popular, with one 
selling to the School of Hospitality library.  The Club may in 
future consider having all the Tramps available to be read 
electronically. 

Ruth Raward, Publications Sales Officer 

 
EDITORIAL SUB-COMMITTEE 
The Tasmanian Tramp No.41 was successfully launched 
September 2016 and was considered another great publication 
celebrating a range of Club member’s activities. The 
Tasmanian Tramp No.42 is well underway and looks to be 
another great addition to previous editions. The success of this 
journal would not be possible without people sending in articles, 
poems, photos and sketches. The committee has been joined 
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by Gill Fitzgerald and Exec rep; Jill Finch. The committee now 
includes Helen Daly; Convener, John Cannon, John Adams, 
Karen Marriott, David Seymour, Gladys Seymour, Jill Finch and 
Gill Fitzgerald.  

Helen Daly, Editorial Convenor 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT SUB-COMMITTEE 

 
Members: Paul Geeves (Convenor), D. Jupe, P. Watson, A. 
Davey (Exec Rep). 
 
During the 2016-17 year the Environment Committee prepared 
a submission to the Fern Tree Park Visitor Node Master Plan. 
This was the only formal submission for the year. 
 
Consideration was given as to whether a Club submission was 
needed on the Forestry Tasmania Draft High Conservation 
Value Forests Assessment and Management Plan but as the 
Plan dealt more with issues about how to assess high 
conservation value forests than issues around recreational use 
of forests, a submission was not sent. 
 
An objection was lodged to the proposal by the Nomenclature 
Board to discontinue use of a number of walking track names. 
 
Informal discussions continued on a range of issues including 
further Club discussions on Cradle Mountain Access issues 
including the Dove Lake chairlift proposal and the policy for 
walks using parts of the Overland Track, priorities for road and 
track access to the TWWHA and access to tracks and 
campsites impacted by the Three Capes Track development.  
 
I would like to thank the Committee members for their 
assistance and valuable contributions. 

Paul Geeves, Convenor 
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SKI & HUT SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Members: Andrew Davey (Secretary), Margaret Benham 
Simon Benham, Jack Buzelin, Alan Holding, Fred Koolhof, Liz 
Koolhof, Sean Newbold. 
Much help was also received from Paul Vince regarding the 12 
V electrical systems and items. 
It was a big year for works due to a few failures caused by 
aging, wear and tear. A thorough check on the state of the hut 
was done. Considerable cleaning, renovation, repairs, 
maintenance and restocking occurred during two major working 
bees plus wood carried and stacked on the third working bee. It 
was great to see such a turn out to help move the 5 tonne of 
wood which was all was done by lunchtime on the first day – 
many thanks. Much more maintenance work is to be done over 
the next few years, starting with some foundation piers. 
 
Income fell slightly short of expenditure, which included some 
catch-up elements that will be ongoing for a year or two. As a 
result it was decided to increase the overnight fee for adult non-
members by $5. This recognises that members contribute via 
membership fees and volunteer work. 
 
Hut use seems to be slightly increasing. Considerable use was 
made between late October-March. Use continued each month 
outside this period at a lower rate. One result is that toilet use is 
near maximum capacity for the biodegradation to work 
efficiently. 
 
The hut was first put in to benefit the Club’s skiers. It has been 
quite some time since we saw a busy hut at any time in winter. 
Given the bookings, it is good to see the possibility of some 
younger (and new older) skiers. 

Andrew Davey, Ski and Hut Secretary 
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FACEBOOK 
The Hobart Walking Club created its Facebook group on the 14 
May 2010. Membership has increased to over 1000 members 
(compared to 830 in 2015-16).  
 
The Club Facebook continues to be used by: 
- Club members to: 

o share photos 
o cancel and provide updates on activities  
o organise Flash Walks and other activities as track 

clearing/working bees 
o sell gear and equipment 
o promote interest in interstate and overseas trips 
o share relevant Club information and links to 

websites 
- Non Club members to: 

o become aware of the Club and what it offers 
o request information on joining the club 
o access links to the Club website 

 
The Club Facebook Administration provides: 

o information on Club activities 
o links to Local, State Government and other 

organisations websites – including Parks and 
Wildlife Service, Forestry, Fire, Police and Bureau of 
Metrology on track/road closures, weather 
reports/warnings and projects and proposals 
relating to the Clubs areas of interest 

o potential members with information/links on joining 
the Club 

o relevant topics on cycling. 
Gill Mosmann, Facebook Administrator 

 
WEB MANAGER 
The Executive Committee Improvement Project to review the 
HWC website meant a small working party was formed to 
identify, investigate and consider future options for the service. 
The working party included Jane Long, Geoff O’Hara, Jill Finch, 
Chris Rathbone and Judy Micklewright. Considerable progress 
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has been made in potentially sourcing an exciting ‘next 
generation’ website for HWC. Thanks are extended to Canberra 
Bushwalking Club for their generous time, advice and 
cooperation on this matter. 
 
Updates and amendments of existing website content 
continued throughout the year.  

Chris Rathbone, Web Manager 
 
 
EQUIPMENT 
 
The Club has gear for hire to members for both club and private 
trips or activities within Tasmania. 
 
The equipment includes: 
4 tents – 2x2 person Macpac "Olympus"; 2x1 person Macpac 

"Microlight". These tents are suitable for use in all seasons. 
5 rucksacks - 2 Aiking – 1 Universal, 1 Womens; 2 Macpac - 1 

Cascade, 1 unnamed; 1 Berghaus 30+10 daypack 
2 Trangia cooksets c/w fuel bottles 
2 sleeping mats - 1 Thermarest self-inflating 3/4 length; 1 

closed cell foam full length 
2 PLBs - GME Accusat 
1 compass - Silva Starter 
1 pair waterproof overpants  
1 pair knee length gaiters 
 
Other equipment also available includes:  
1 Siemens 16mm sound projector c/w spare reels. 
1 Leica P2000 35mm slide projector c/w spare magazines. 
1 Waterworth 35mm slide/strip projector. 
1 Linda Hostess 6 litre urn. 
1 Audio Telex P.A./Cassette Recorder c/w extension speaker. 
1 Realistic FM Wireless Microphone System. 
Cassette tapes and vinyl records of "folk" and other dance 
music. 
 
Usage of equipment has increased slightly from last year. 
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10 bookings were made: 3x PLBs, 4x 1 person tent, 1x large 2 
person tent, 2x sleeping mats and 2x rucksacks. 

Brian Haas, Equipment Custodian 

 
ARCHIVE  
 

The role of Club Archivist was filled briefly by Alison Dargue, 
however the position is now vacant. The search for a Club 
Archivist continues. 
 
DELEGATES’ REPORTS 
 
BUSHWALKING TASMANIA (BWT) 
Delegates: Andrew Davey & Philip Le Grove 
 
Having an independent (of Clubs) walker delegate who is well 
known (Bill Wilkinson, editor of the Abels) has helped 
demonstrate BWT represent all Tasmanian walkers, so helps 
with influence.  BWT promotes having access, affordability and 
retaining customary use by Tasmanians as priorities for locals, 
not to be subsumed into tourism as if a mere commercial 
undertaking.  Bushwalking Tasmania fosters and members 
perform considerable community works on walking-related 
infrastructure.  This differentiates us from tourism / tourists and 
commercial interests.   
 
The writing and reminders to a number of Authorities to 
emphasise the importance of maintaining traditional practices 
by Tasmanians, of which bushwalking is a key activity, is 
providing better recognition of Bushwalking Tasmania and 
acceptance of what Tasmanian walkers want. Commensurate 
with this, a policy was agreed and sent to the Government and 
PWS to retain parking for walkers on long walks from the upper 
Cradle Valley. This will be more important if a cableway is 
introduced as the cost involved to access track heads will be 
prohibitive to many. When writing this there were some 
conflicting details on when private vehicles may access Cradle 
Valley after about Nov 2017. Some said before 8 am, some 10 
am. Clarification, with a gentle push to 10 am, is being sought. 
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The issues reported last year continue with progress, added to 
which were regaining access to walks where floods had 
removed access. Some less visited areas formerly under 
Forestry may retain poor access. 
 
Andrew was invited to brief Overland Rangers on walker issues 
involving their areas in recent years. This seems to have 
worked very well as there were no reports of problems this 
year. Pleasingly, dialogue before events was sought by PWS, 
for example Frenchmans huts (closures for upgrade works), 
Waterfall Valley camping for walkers, and expansion and 
changes to Scott-Kilvert area. Some changes requiring money 
will be slow or staged as PWS has had extra expenses due to 
the damage caused by the floods of last June. 
 
The issue of a campsite for traditional walkers (we Tasmanians) 
to Cape Pillar had to be revisited as Parks had let the issue 
lapse. This is now progressing well and a ‘final’ site chosen and 
draft plans for platforms and a toilet completed. BWT will 
contact PWS regularly to ensure things progress through to 
fruition.  
 
Bushwalking Tasmania hosted the national bushwalking body, 
Bushwalking Australia (BA), also aided by our Club for lunches 
and tea breaks. When BA met in Hobart for its AGM, Andrew 
was made its President. This should be useful as Tasmania is 
ahead in some areas of risk management. We have a different 
view on some aspects, such as ‘Coordinators’ instead of 
‘Leaders’. These stand HWC in good stead for minimal 
changes when the new National Australian Adventure Activity 
Standards (NAAAS) are introduced for anyone considered 
“dependent” on another for an activity – unless the leader/entity 
has their own suitable standards. It seems other States will 
have to make greater changes. 

Andrew Davey, Delegate. 
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SOUTHERN TASMANIAN SKI ASSOCIATION (STSA) 
Delegates: Andrew Davey, Fred & Liz Koolhof 
Other key helpers: Paul Vince and Tim Metcalfe 
 
The 2016 season had five weeks of skiing at Mt Mawson. The 
snow held well for the first four weeks, then the inevitable. Apart 
from the main Mawson run, it was looking for places to ski for 
the last weekend. However it was much enjoyed. Decent cross-
country skiing was of much shorter duration.  
 
The three web cams continued to prevent unnecessary trips to 
sight snow conditions and whether tow operations would 
operate. 
  
HWC participated well in running tows on their duty weekends 
and it continues to be a mainstay of ski patrol. There was only 
one serious accident, plus the usual minor ones when errant 
skier meets rock. 
 
Work started late in the reporting year on the proposed ‘Alpine 
Visitors Centre’ to replace the former Sitzmark building and Belt 
Issue. However the coming (2017) will see us in the same old 
‘container’ premises. More than ever patrol looks forwards to 
overcoming the often frozen or muddy floors of the interim 
‘containers’ used for patrol HQ and public shelter which have 
very poor or no heating.  
 
Summer work ensured all tows were in good running order and 
batteries kept charged via solar panels with regulators. Rodway 
Tow received more attention than usual, including a large 
increase in solar panels and thorough motor servicing. The 
working bee to prepare for changes in position of the patrol and 
shelter ‘containers’ was extremely well attended. Thankfully, 
some persons put in more days than reasonably expected to 
ensure readiness for a good 2017 season. Let’s hope the snow 
obliges well.  
 
Formal STSA meetings were attended by Fred & Liz Koolhof, 
Paul Vince and, sometimes, Andrew Davey, all of whom have 



 

Hobart Walking Club Inc – 88
h
 Annual Report Page 31 

again helped patrol in addition to their roster. Thanks are due to 
Tim Metcalfe who managed our tow operation weekends. Tim, 
Andrew and Paul have also helped overcome some tow 
machinery issues. 

Andrew Davey, Delegate 
 
TASMANIAN BICYCLE COUNCIL INC 
Councils throughout southern Tasmania have been very 
supportive during the last twelve months with many upgrades 
and new implementations, and these improvements continue to 
increase the cycling population on all the roads be it for fitness, 
commuting or pleasure.  
 
The Brighton City Council continues their pathway network with 
a new 2.5 width path connecting Pontville Oval to Brighton 
being their latest project. 
 
The Glenorchy City Council now has marked `Keep Clear` 
zones at the road crossings on Derwent Park Road and at 
Lampton Avenue to discourage drivers from blocking the 
cycleway, and work is about to start on extending the on-road 
bike lanes from Austins Ferry to Granton. 
 
The Hobart City Council has installed new bike lanes in Federal 
Street between Argyle and Elizabeth Streets, and have 
improved the crossings of Queens Walk at Cornelian Bay. 
 
The Clarence City Council have completed another bike section 
of the Hobart to Airport Route with new bike lanes on 
Cambridge Road at Mornington, and upgraded sections of the 
foreshore trail in Rose Bay which links through to the Tasman 
Bridge. 
 
The Kingborough Council also continues to make progress 
across the municipality with off road tracks infrastructure, and 
ongoing improvements on the Channel Highway. 

Linda & Tony Cook, Delegates 
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CLARENCE TRACKS AND TRAILS COMMITTEE 
The Clarence Tracks and Trails Committee meet on a two 
monthly basis and on other occasions as necessary.  The 
Committee is chaired by Alderman Richard James with 
representatives from a number of Community organisations and 
interest groups. 
 
Our Club is fortunate that the Clarence City Council has an 
active interest in tracks and trails development in the 
municipality, with a long term aim of extending a coastal trail 
the length of its maritime border. 
 
Unfortunately some tracks such as from Cremorne to Mays 
Beach and Lauderdale to Rokeby are delayed for bureaucratic 
reasons within the Parks and Wildlife Service and Tasmania 
Police. Members will have noted that a number of tracks have 
been cleared of encroaching scrub and re-gravelled as part of 
the Council’s maintenance programme.   
Of particular interest: 

 Blessington Track from South Arm Jetty to Fort Beach 
has been completed and investigations are underway 
to connect with Potters Hill through Army land at Fort 
Direction. 

 Single Hill Reserve - expected transfer to Council in 
July/August 2017 following which track works can 
commence. The Reserve boundary has been fenced. 

 Brinktop Hill Reserve track to connect to Richmond. 
 Mortimer Bay - investigations underway to connect 

through private property to Goats Bluff. 
 Meehan Range - many mountain bike tracks either 

completed or underway. 
 Roches Beach - approval of a public toilet at the car 

park. 

 Completion of many minor tracks and linkages - too 
many to detail. 

Barry Ford, Delegate 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND REPORTS 

 
STATEMENT BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
In the opinion of this Committee the accompanying financial 
statements and the notes fairly represent the financial position 
of the Hobart Walking Club Inc. at 30 June 2017 and the results 
of the Club’s financial performance for the year ended on that 
date. 
 
This statement is made in accordance with a resolution of this 
committee and is signed on behalf of the committee by: 

 
 

 
Philip Le Grove, President 

 
John Kerrison, Treasurer 

 
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
for the year 1 July 2016 to 30 June 2017 

 
 Notes 2017 2016 
  $ $ 
Income    
Members Subscriptions  31219 29594 
Donations  1188 250 
Sale of Publications  1411 933 
Lake Dobson Hut Fees  3335 3760 
Interest  2510 2814 
Social Functions  2394 3632 
Equipment hire  330 35 
Sales to Members  4236 7568 
Sundry  0 5 
  46623 48591 
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Less Expenditure 

Post, Printing, Stationery  1618 2429 

Website  0 794 

HWC Office Rent  2655 2640 

Meeting Room Hire  791 856 

Bank Fees  104 164 

Travel Expenses  377 686 

General Meeting Expenses  618 555 
Printing Tramp  7838 0 
Posting Tramp  730 0 
Other Publication Expenses  39 571 
Stock Reduction       2 820 741 
Lake Dobson Hut       3 3555 2903 
Social Functions  2352 3988 
Volunteer Recognition  883 537 
Printing Circular     5217 4737 
Posting Circular  3859 3589 
Insurance         5 0 3007 
Cost of Sales to Members  6760 8237 
Training  1325 1245 
Affiliation Fees  1179 1122 
Marketing & Promotion  277 115 
Office Equipment  90 1378 

                    Track Clearing       629      837 

Donations  2000 0 

  43716 41131 

    

Surplus for the year  2907 7460 

    

Accumulated surplus 30/06/16 
Transfer to Hut Replacement Fund        

88769 
-10000 

81309 
0 

Asset Revaluation 4 -43540  

Accumulated surplus 30/6/17  38136 88769 
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BALANCE SHEET  at  30 June 2017  

    

 Notes 2017 2016 
   $  $ 
Members Equity    

Accumulated surplus 
Hut Replacement Fund      

38136 
60000 

88769 
50000 

  98136 138769 
    

Represented by:    

    

Current Assets    

Commonwealth Bank chq a/c  16764 17314 
Tasmania Perpetual Trustee – Long Term 
Fund 

 90000 80000 

Payments in Advance  200 7987 

Publications stock 2 3720 4540 

  110684 109841 
    

Non-current Assets    

Lake Dobson Memorial Hut   4 0 43540 

  0 43540 
    

Total Assets  110684 153381 
    

Less Current Liabilities    

Subscriptions Prepaid  12549 14612 
Funds held In trust  0 0 

  12549 14612 
    

Net Assets  98136 138769 
    

 



 

Hobart Walking Club Inc – 88
h
 Annual Report Page 36 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS   

1. Statement of accounting policies   
(a) The financial statements are special purpose reports specifically 
prepared for distribution within the club. The Executive Committee has 
determined that the club is not a reporting entity as defined in the 
Statement of Accounting Concepts 1: Definition of a Reporting Entity and 
therefore application of all accounting standards is not mandatory. 
(b) The stock of publications has been valued at the lower of historical 
cost and estimated realisable value. 

 2017 2016 
 $ $ 

2. Stock adjustment   
Stock at 30/6/2016 4540 5281 

Safety in the Bush reduction 820 741 

Stock at 30/6/2017 3720 4540 

   
3. Lake Dobson Memorial Hut   

Gas & Firewood                                 1317 782 

General Hut Maintenance 1034 975 

Crown Land Licence Fee                     792 792 

Derwent Valley Council Fire Levy & Rates 412 354 

 3555 2903 

4. Asset Revaluation 
The Lake Dobson Memorial Hut is unable to be sold or replaced on its 
present site, thus having no net realisable value. 
Therefore the reported value has been reduced to nil. 
 

5. Insurance 
A change in provider & coverage period meant that no payment was 
made in this FY. 
 

6. Donations 
A donation of $2000 was made to the Friends of Mt. Field to assist with 
improvements to the Mt. Field East track. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT 
To the members of the Hobart Walking Club Inc 
 
Scope 
I have audited the special purpose financial report of the Hobart 
Walking Club Inc (the Club) comprising a Balance Sheet and 
Income Statement for the year ended 30 June 2017, together 
with explanatory notes. The Executive Committee of the Club is 
responsible for the preparation and presentation of the financial 
report and the information contained therein and has 
determined that the accounting policies used are consistent 
with the financial reporting requirements of the Club and are 
appropriate to meet the needs of the members. No opinion is 
expressed as to whether the accounting policies used are 
appropriate to the needs of the members. 
 
I have conducted an independent audit of the financial report in 
order to express an opinion on it to the members of the Club. I 
disclaim any assumption of responsibility for any reliance on 
this report or on the financial report to which it relates to any 
person other than the members, or for any purposes than for 
which it was prepared. 
 
The audit has been conducted in accordance with Australian 
Auditing Standards to provide reasonable assurance whether 
the financial report is free of material misstatement.  My 
procedures included examination, on a test basis, of evidence 
supporting the amounts and other disclosures in the financial 
report, and the evaluation of accounting policies and significant 
accounting estimates. These procedures have been 
undertaken to form an opinion whether, in all material respects, 
the financial report is presented fairly in accordance with the 
accounting policies adopted so as to present a view that is 
consistent with my understanding of the financial position of the 
Hobart Walking Club Inc and the results of its financial 
performance. 
 
The audit opinion expressed in this report has been formed on 
the above basis. 
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Limitation of Scope 
It was not possible for the Executive Committee to establish 
complete accounting control over cash received until its initial 
entry in the accounting records, nor was it practicable to 
perform audit procedures to satisfy myself that all income had 
been received and recorded.  Verification therefore has been 
limited to the receipt of funds recorded in the Club’s financial 
records. 
 
Audit Opinion 
In my opinion the special purpose financial report presents fairly 
the financial position of the Hobart Walking Club Inc as at 30 
June 2017, and the results of its financial performance for the 
year then ended. 
 

 
Geoff Morffew, FCPA 
10 August 2017 

 
 


